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	All Engineers and their guests are cordially invited to the Annual
NATIONAL ENGINEER’S WEEK BANQUET
presented jointly by:
THE PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS,
PITTSBURGH CHAPTER 
& THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS
On Saturday, February 26, 2005 at The Club At Nevillewood, 1000 Nevillewood Drive, Nevillewood, PA
Please Join us for a wonderful evening of fellowship, great food and the presentation of the 2005 Engineers Week Awards
Cocktails : 6:30 PM Social (Cash Bar)
Welcome & Presentation of Mathcounts & ASCE Student Awards : 7:00 PM
Dinner : 7:30 PM
Awards
Dinner Choice : Choose one of the following
  Chicken Princess - Breast of chicken finished with a light veloute & fresh asparagus
  Poached salmon filet - topped with cucumber dill sauce
  Roast tenderloin of beef - topped with peppercorn sauce
You may make your reservation by filling in the form below and mailing or faxing it to KAG Engineering, Inc.    You may also phone in all of this information to us. If you opt to make your reservation via e-mail, do not e-mail your credit card info. Payment may be made by calling in your credit card info, faxing this filled in form, or mailing this form with credit card info or enclosing a check.
Phone: (412) 885-8888 Fax (412-885-5146) e-mail: kageng@aol.com
U.S. Mail; KAG Engineering, Inc, 2704 Brownsville Road, Pittsburgh, Pa 15227
Name : _______________________________ Meal Choice:________________________________

Name : _______________________________ Meal Choice:________________________________
Reservations including payment must be received by February 21, 2005. Cost per attendee $ 60.00
If reservation and payment is received by February 14, 2005 the cost per attendee is reduced to $ 55.00
Payment Options:
Credit Card:  MASTERCARD  VISA, Card Number:_____________________________________
Name (as it appears on the credit card): _________________________________________________
Billing Zip Code : _________________________ Expiration Date: ________________________
 Check enclosed payable to PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter and mailed to KAG Engineering, Inc.              
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Open letter to Chapter members…





Fellow Chapter members:


We are pleased to announce that during the PSPE State Board meeting, held on January 29, 2005, the Pittsburgh Chapter was successful in presenting and obtaining the approval of the Board on a resolution to adopt the concept of professional development (continuing education) in Pennsylvania.





The Pittsburgh Chapter resolution was presented by Ed Witt, P.E., Pittsburgh Chapter past president and current state director; Michel Sadaka, P.E., Pittsburgh Chapter past president and current alternate state director; and Dave Briskey the current Pittsburgh Chapter President.





The text of the adopted resolution is as follows:





“Be it resolved that PSPE take a leadership role in developing appropriate amendments to the Registration Act for Professional Engineers that:


 


Require an appropriate number of professional development hours as a condition for license renewal as an Engineer.


That an appropriate number of those hours be in instruction related to ethics


That the Registration Board be empowered to waive all or part of the requirements in cases of illness, emergency, hardship, or inactive / military.


That PSPE establishes a task force to recommend the appropriate specific details of a professional development model that PSPE can promote


That the task force is encouraged to substantially base the model on the NCEES model (guidelines)”





The resolution passed by a vote of 14 to 6 by the PSPE State Board.





Congratulations to all of the Pittsburgh Chapter members especially to those who participated and provided input for this important step forward for Professional Engineers in Pennsylvania.





The Pittsburgh Chapter is proud to have taken the lead in this important process, but our work is only starting.





Subsequent to the passing of the resolution, a new task force was formed to develop the specifics of the Professional Development model based on National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying  (NCEES) that PSPE would promote. The task force will be chaired by Michel Sadaka, P.E. from the Pittsburgh Chapter. A full listing of all the main task force members will be posted on the Pittsburgh Chapter web-site as soon as it is finalized.  The Task Force will present a report during the May 21, 2005 State Conference and then have a final proposal for the September Board Meeting.  They will also gather feedback from all state members as well as investigate how this type of requirement has impacted the licensure and membership in adjacent states.
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Open letter (continued)





As far as we are concerned, all PSPE members are members of this task force, the decisions and recommendations of this task force, if adopted, will affect each and every Professional Engineer Licensed in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, so we hope that we hear your comments, recommendations, and concerns.





You can provide us with your input via e-mail to the Pittsburgh Chapter Address � HYPERLINK "mailto:PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org" ��PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org� 





Sincerely,


Ed. Witt, P.E., Michel Sadaka, P.E., & David Briskey, P.E.











Future of NSPE


The NSPE Future Directions Task Force presented their recommendations during the NSPE convention at San Diego in January 2005.  They have placed the idea of a separate National Academy off to the side due to concerns about taking away from NSPE’s primary goal of re-focusing on licensed engineers.  The basis of the new Mission Statement is “Through education, licensure advocacy, leadership training, multi-disciplinary networking, and outreach, NSPE enhances the image of its members and their ability to ethically practice engineering.”  The new Vision Statement simply says “NSPE is the recognized voice and advocate of licensed Professional Engineers.”


  


The Goals are:


NSPE/State Partnership


Provide Value to Members


Membership Growth





The key focus for change will be on Governance where restoring State Society voting under a streamlined governance process.  The proposed governance structure will be “state centric” where each state will have direct representation through a House of Delegates.  The 50 states plus Guam, DC, and Puerto Rico will each have one State Representative who will have weighted voting power based on state membership.  The Representatives will elect a 16-member Board of Directors and will be able to amend the constitution. 





The final details such as whether the Practice Divisions will be represented on the Board of Directors or what will be the role of regions have not been worked out yet.  Any change to the constitution will have to approved by all members so feel free to review the current proposal on line at www.nspe.org/fdtf.


 











assist in publishing the newsletter, please contact us.  Any help is greatly appreciated.





How Would You Like to Receive the Newsletter? Please answer the following survey and send in your response and comments.  Thanks in advance for your participation.





I WOULD LIKE TOI HAVE THE PITTSBURGH PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER DELIVERED TO ME IN THE FOLOWING FASHION:





      Hard copy through the U.S. mail. (current status, response is still needed)


    PDF file sent to my preferred email address.


E-mail notification with a link to the Newsletter on the Chapter Website.





Please send your responses to the Chapter office by regular mail, by fax 412-391-0615 or by e-mail to PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org





* If you have already responded to this survey, there is no need for you to respond again, and THANKS!














HAVE YOU VISITED THE CHAPTER’S  WEBISTE?  COME VISIT US @ HTTP://WWW.PITTSBURGHPE.ORG
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PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS


PITTSBURGH CHAPTER





OCTOBER 17, 2002 CHAPTER MEETING





“SHOULD YOU CARE ABOUT PENNSYLVANIA’S “NEW” SAFE FILL REGULATIONS ?”





Abstract: On February 2, 2002, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) proposed regulations that will impose a number of new, considerably more stringent, requirements on the use of “fill” materials in the Commonwealth, in many cases subjecting fill materials to regulation as “solid waste,” and in virtually all cases subjecting fill materials to onerous sampling and analysis requirements. These regulations are commonly known as the “Safe Fill” regulations, and they go far beyond the requirements imposed by most states and likely will have a “chilling” effect on construction and development activities in the Commonwealth. 





Speakers:   D. Matthew Jameson III & Donald C. Bluedorn II 


                    Both from the Law Firm of Babst Calland Clements & Zomnir 


                    The professional biographies of the speakers is on page 4 





Place:          Engineers Building, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15222 


                    6:00 p.m. Cash bar 


                    6:30 p.m. Dinner 


                    7:15 p.m. Presentation (45 minutes) 





Dinner Entrees, A Choice of one of the following: 





1. Lemon Sole Belle Meuniere, Broiled & Topped with breaded sliced tomatoes, mushroom cap & white wine 


sauce 


2. Pork Piccatta, Sauteed medallions with capers, mushrooms, lemon & white wine 





The dinner entrees are served with fresh garden salad, assorted rolls & butter, coffee, decaf, tea & iced tea and Chef’s choice of starch, vegetable and dessert. 





Dinner Cost $ 25.00 per attendee 





Make check payable to PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter and mail to: 





PSPE, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15222, & Please indicate your entrée choice. 





To make reservations call the office by Friday October 11, 2002 at (412) 391-0615 or 


e-mail: PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org
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Three Rivers Toastmasters Club





Almost 20 years ago the Three Rivers Toastmasters Club was founded to give members of the Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE, and others, an organization that would give them an opportunity to polish (or start from scratch) their speaking skills.  If you think communication is not important in your work, think again.  The following is quoted from the January 20, 2005 issue of Investor’s Business Daily –





	“NEVER STOP LEARNING





--- Don Straits, chief executive of Sacramento, CA-based consultancy Corporatewarriors.com, says knowing how to speak effectively in front of an audience is crucial, especially for senior executives.  ---


---No matter the reasons behind your speechmaking fears, there are many resources to help build your confidence and speaking skills.


	


Patricia Fripp, a San Francisco-based executive speech coach, recommends Toastmasters International for help.  “It’s the least expensive way to practice on a regular basis” she said.---” 





It’s important for senior executives and it is important for you.  





The Three Rivers TM Club is structured to meet the time demands of working engineers.  To learn more, call 412/391-0615 (Pgh Chapt, PSPE) or Reyman Branting, PE, at 412/486-0530





Here is your chance to publish an article in the next issue of The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer.  Please forward materials to Dave Briskey PSPE@PittsburghPE.org by March 15.  This will keep us on schedule for mailing the next issue in April.


Please feel free to submit articles on topics that relate to the Engineering Profession in general, member professional news, comments and suggestions for The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer, or general professional observations. Your Support and contributions will be greatly appreciated.
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Did you know?  


The Pittsburgh Section has the most members of any chapter in the state?  356 members.
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Announcements 


Michel Sadaka of our Chapter has been nominated for the position of Southwest Regional Vice President for PSPE.  Congratulations and good luck.





Virginia Dailey has been appointed to the Membership – Recruitment/Retention Committee.  Please contact her if you have any suggestions for the Committee.





The following members had a change in their status approved at the January State Board Meeting:


Retired Membership:  Donald Strong


Life Membership:  Charles Austin, Martin Timothy Lawler, Marvin Kamin, Victor Lynch.


In Memoriam


The Pittsburgh Chapter wishes to express sympathy to former President, Manfred Lohrmann, on the passing of his wife Edith in January.  She was an active member in the Auxiliary and always took responsibility for creating the flower centerpieces for the Christmas Banquet.  Her creations exuded the beauty she gave to everything she did in life.  She will be sadly missed by the Chapter.








2004-2005 Chapter Officers





Dave Briskey, P.E.                412.272.5981                      DJbriskey@dickcorp.com                    	President


Vacant	                                                                                                                                           President -elect


Mohan Budidha, P.E.,           412.767.2400                      � HYPERLINK "mailto:Mbudidha@Medrad.com" ��Mbudidha@Medrad.com� 	             Vice President


Joseph S. Grubbs, P.E.         412.269.2742                      Jgrubbs@mbakercorp.com                 	Imm. Past President


John Broscious, P.E.            412.358.8553                        jbros@att.net                                      	Treasurer


Kevin Wiley, P.E.            	 412.736.8294	� HYPERLINK "mailto:KWileyPE@aol.com" ��KWileyPE@aol.com�     		Executive Secretary


Reyman Branting, P.E.         412.281.3800                        bernardi@nauticom.net                    	Financial Secretary





2004-2005 Chapter Directors





Associate Members





Dave Samek, P.E.,                              412.269-1000                            Dsamek@mbakercorp.com       Director 2004-2007


Maris Mangulis, P.E.,                          412.269.5072                            � HYPERLINK "mailto:mmangulis@mbakercorp.com" ��mmangulis@mbakercorp.com� 	Director 2004-2006 


Michel J. Sadaka, P.E.                        412.771.7701                            Michel@Sadaka.net                   Director 2004-2006 


Kimberly Gales, P.E.,                          412.885.8888                            � HYPERLINK "mailto:Kageng@aol.com" ��Kageng@aol.com� 	Director 2004-2007


Ed Witt, P.E.                        	412.288.4290                       	Eawittjr@verizon.net  	State Director 2005


Brian Silowash, P.E.,                           412.242.4347                            � HYPERLINK "mailto:BKS2000@worldnet.att.net" ��BKS2000@worldnet.att.net� 	Director 2004-2005


Narender Akubathini, P.E.,	412.364.2180	� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@cvengineering.com" ��info@cvengineering.com�	Director 2004-2005	





Babst Calland Clements Zomnir 	                  	Beckwith Machinery Company


Benchmark Engineering & Construction                  	Buchart-Horn, Inc.


Camp Dresser and McKee, Inc.                		Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.


D & D Engineering, Inc.                 			Dick Corporation


Earth, Inc.             					Eichleay Engineers, Inc.


GAI Consultants, Inc.    				Galletta Engineering Corporation


Gannett Fleming, Inc.                     			The Gateway Engineers, Inc.


Golden Triangle Construction                   		HDR Engineering, Inc.


Keddal Aerial Mapping (Div. of Kucera Int’l)          	L. Robert Kimball & Associates


Lorenzi, Dodds & Gunnill, Inc.                     		Maguire Group, Inc.


Management Engineering Corporation        		Marshall Elevator Company


Mashuda Corporation            				Michael Baker, Jr., Inc.


Monaloh Basin Engineers, Inc.     			P. J. Dick, Inc.


Parsons, Brinckerhoff, Quade & Douglas   		Roy F. Johns, Jr. & Associates


Tower Engineering          				Trumbull Corporation
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MATHCOUNTS objectives are to elevate the prestige associated with achievement in mathematics, to increase awareness of the importance of mathematics among parents, educators, and the general public, and to bring about improvements in mathematics curricula and instruction in 6th, 7th and 8th grades.





MATHCOUNTS is organized and administered by the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) and Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers (PSPE) state and local chapters.  This year’s competition will be held on February 12, 2005 at University of Pittsburgh, Benedum Hall Auditorium.  In previous years, approximately 150 students from 25 schools participated.  This year, we had a late rush from schools that had not previously participated raising the total to over 195 students from 32 schools.  Therefore, we will need even more volunteers to help proctor the exams or grade the tests. If you are able to help as either a GRADER or a PROCTOR please let us know via. email as soon as possible.  If you have a preference, GRADER or PROCTOR, please be sure to specify this in your reply.  If you have a friend or brother / sister, etc. who would also like to help please feel to include them as well.  Volunteering is not limited to engineering students -- anyone is welcome and encouraged to volunteer.  Please include the full name and email address for each volunteer.





 Volunteers will be provided brief instructions from one of the Pittsburgh Chapter members upon arrival.  It's not difficult or complicated and it's lot's of fun !!  Coffee, tea and donuts will be provided in the lobby upon arrival and lunch will also be provided to all volunteers at the completion the test.�GRADERS – (approximately 50 volunteers are needed) will need to arrive, and report directly to the Kresege, by 9:30 a.m. and they will be done by approx. 12:30 p.m.  


PROCTORS  (approximately 10 are needed) will need to arrive at the lobby of the Benedum Auditorium by 8:15 a.m. and they will be done around 11:15 a.m. 


This will be the Pittsburgh Chapter’s 21th MATHCOUNTS Program.  It offers local students the opportunity to interact and compete with their fellow MATHLETES.  The first MATHCOUNTS Program occurred in the 1984-1985 season when twelve schools participated. We’re proud to be involved with such a worthwhile program that encourages mathematics and engineering.  If you may be interested in joining the MATHCOUNTS Committee or volunteering for the February 12, 2005 Competition, please contact Tom Schwartzmier via e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:toms@nauticom.net" �toms@nauticom.net�





�


This will be the Pittsburgh Chapter’s 21th MATHCOUNTS Program.  It offers local students the opportunity to interact and compete with their fellow MATHLETES.  The first MATHCOUNTS Program occurred in the 1984-1985 season when twelve schools participated. We’re proud to be involved with such a worthwhile program that encourages mathematics and engineering.  If you may be interested in joining the MATHCOUNTS Committee or volunteering for the February 12, 2005 Competition, please contact Tom Schwartzmier via e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:toms@nauticom.net" �toms@nauticom.net�








Refresher Courses  


The Pittsburgh Chapter sponsors two sessions of fresher courses for both the Professional Engineer (mechanical, electrical and civil disciplines) and the Engineer in Training (E.I.T./F.E.) exams.  Courses meet one evening per week at the University of Pittsburgh and are scheduled to complement the semiannual examinations administered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  A minimum enrollment of 9 students is required and no exception to this will be made.  A tuition fee of $250 is charged for the course. The Spring 2005 Refresher Course is now scheduled for 9 sessions beginning Feb 7, and running through April 11 (no class on March 7), and provides 22 hours of instruction.  The deadline for course registration was Jan 28, 2005 and we exceeded the minimum requirement for the CE and F.E. classes. For more information and registration materials for future sessions, please check the Chapter web-site � HYPERLINK "http://www.PittsburghPE.org" ��http://www.PittsburghPE.org� or contact the Chapter office.
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2004-2005 CALENDAR





�





PSPE, Pittsburgh chapter – http://www.PittsburghPE.Org





MEMBERSHIP EVENTS & MEETINGS


Date                                 Time                    Description                                                                  Location











Feb. 12, 2005                 8:00AM                 MATHCOUNTS Competition                                      Univ. of Pittsburgh


Feb. 26, 2005                 6:30PM                 Engineer’s Week Banquet                                     	Nevillewood CC


May 20-21, 2005	All Day		     PSPE Annual Conference				Tannersville, PA





BOARD OF DIRECTION MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON:





Sept. 9, 2004, Oct. 14, 2004, Nov. 11, 2004, Jan. 13, 2005, Feb. 10, 2005, Mar.10, 2005, Apr. 7, 2005, May 12, 2005 and June 9, 2005


 


All BOD meeting are to held @ 5:30PM @ the ESWP Building pending further notice. 


- Indicates meeting already held.

















Visit to M.S.Consultants on November 11, 2005





Driving along to school or work, a person sees roads, bridges, traffic lights, and more necessities to living a safe life everyday on the way somewhere.  But no one ever stops to admire the unsung heroes.  The men and women who build bridges, skyscrapers, and highways.  They are the civil engineers, the heroes of the modern world.  





The Allegheny Intermediate Unit Engineering Apprenticeship has students exploring the various engineering careers through a series of field trips and lectures.  There has been a “get together” meeting to get to know each other, and a second meeting was to kick off the exploration with a tour of the University of Pittsburgh Engineering Department.





The most recent meeting has been to ms consultants, inc.  There, one can only be astounded with the amount of work it takes to complete a highway.  Take for example the process of building the Southern Beltway (PA-60 to US-22).  Before the construction could even commence, many people were preparing the various pre-building tasks.  Lori Sickle works together with the engineers as a planner.  First, they must map the area out including historical and environmental protected sites.  Sites such as these are untouchable for construction.  The environmental sites have more protection than housing sites do since houses are much easier to relocate.  Even if tearing down the local rainforest would satisfy the engineer, it cannot happen and another route must be planned.  The engineers must work together with the planners to find a route that is good for constructing, and one that is environmentally friendly.  Once this is completed, the paperwork begins.  The contract has to be readable for the company and must also contain every law and tell how they are being abided by since the laws of 1969.  Finally, after all the planning and paperwork is finished, the construction may begin.  The groundbreaking ceremony for Southern Beltway (PA-60 to US-22) was November 12, 2003 and is not expected to be finished until 2006.  During the construction, there must be inspectors overseeing the building to ensure all of the laws are enforced, and everything is being built correctly according to the plan.  Visiting the construction site is most interesting since there are before and after pictures of what is to come.  





Once the project is finished, it will all be worth the hard work and effort put in by the civil, environmental, and traffic engineers.  The people now have a new, safe way to get to work or home faster.  The trip to ms consultants, inc. can change the way a person looks at a complex city infrastructure, or your local suburban traffic lights.    





Sara Hendrickson


Engineering Apprenticeship





Draft Amendment Registration Law





The PSPE Board of Directors has drafted an amendment to the Engineer, Land Surveyor and Geologist Registration Law.  There is a belief that the Registration Board no longer wants to enforce the term “engineer” due to the Garcia ruling.  PSPE believes it is time to get back to what the Registration Act says, not what Webster dictionary says, by restoring the original intent of the legislation.  Look for more discussion about this amendment when it is introduced next month.  PSPE anticipates that it will move to the top of the legislative agenda.











Apprenticeship Program:  


Local companies continue to volunteer their time and office space to show students what engineers do during a typical day. have been the Port Authority, Trumbull, Bombardier, P. J. Dick, Pittsburgh Material Technology, HDR, Medrad, DMJM+Harris, Cuttler Hammer, L.D. Astorino and GAI. Companies such as Marconi and MS Consultants have stepped forward this year.  Two students then write a report about the host company.  See the write-up on MS Consultants in this edition of the newsletter.  The students also will visit University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University to spend time with an engineering student to get a feel for what college life is like.





In April the students will meet again with the PSPE members at the Engineers Society of Western Pennsylvania to discuss their experiences and get another dose of analytical thinking.  Each of the four groups will be allowed to choose between an egg drop problem and a catapult problem.  This is a great time to step forward to become involved with future engineers. 





Talking with the students is always a rewarding experience.  If you are personally interested in getting involved, please contact Dave Briskey (412-275-2190, � HYPERLINK "mailto:djbriskey@dickcorp.com" ��djbriskey@dickcorp.com�) or Reyman Branting (bernardi@nauticom.net). The visits to engineering companies continue in February and March with the final wrap-up meeting with the students in April.  We’re looking for some young engineers to get involved and stay in touch with the future.





Engineer’s Week Dinner Banquet





This year PSPE will be combining with ASCE for another Engineer’s Week Dinner event.  Once again it will be held at Nevillewood Country Club on Saturday, February 26, 2005.    Please plan to attend by filling out the attached flyer and submitting with your payment.  





The Engineer’s Week Banquet is always a good time to socialize with fellow engineers and honor those who have distinguished themselves in our profession. 





Consider reserving a table and bringing clients, family members, or young engineers in your company to introduce them to what makes an engineer tick (maybe someone will finally understand why their spouse looks closely at the bridge they are driving on or at the HVAC or Fire Alarm systems in their child’s school when they are there for a teachers conference.  Even if they don’t understand why, maybe you will benefit from them meeting other engineers who do the same thing!) 





Engineer’s Week Dinner Banquet


Pittsburgh Section of the Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers is pleased to announce this year’s recipients of the following awards:





Distinguished Service Award:  Reyman Branting, P.E.


Dedicated Service:  Joseph Boward, P.E.


Gold Star Award:  Kimberly Gales, P.E.


Chapter’s Nominee for PSPE Engineer of the Year:  Gene Geiger, P.E.


Young Engineer of the Year Award:  Lance Shreffler, P.E.


Lawrence W. Hornfeck Award:  Will be announced at the Banquet


Outstanding Engineering Achievement Award:  Braddock Lock and Dam





Please join your fellow engineers at the Engineer’s Week Banquet on February 26, 2005 honoring this year’s award winners.











