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A message from the President…





Last year, our President Joe Grubbs P.E. discussed the changing organization of the local Pittsburgh Chapter by transferring our office responsibilities to the staff at the Engineer’s Society of Western Pennsylvania.  This change was necessitated by dropping enrollment and has substantially lowered our operating costs, which will allow us to maintain the local dues at their current level for the foreseeable future.  This year, NSPE and PSPE are investigating some major changes.





NSPE established the Future Directions Task Force (FDTF) to do appropriate market research and review pertinent NSPE documents.  The FDTF would then reinvent or reaffirm the mission and vision of NSPE to ensure that the documents provide a basis for a relevant, marketable organization for current and future members.  They would revisit the NSPE governance structure and best practices.  Ultimately they would develop a plan of action that will move NSPE toward a more flexible and action based organization.





The FDTF met in September 2004 and selected a preliminary Working Model for the organization.  This Model consists of essentially two organizations:  NSPE and an “Academy.”  These organizations, while separate entities, could share some products and services in the realm of “areas of interest” or  “practice areas” when those overlap member needs of both organizations.  These two organizations would not compete with each other for membership, however it is conceivable that some engineers would choose to be members of both.





NSPE would be a “state-centric” PE/EI-only model.  Only PEs and Eis would be allowed membership.  This narrowing of focus would make for more targeted and beneficial programs, products, and services.  The “Academy” would be developed to serve all engineers and their cross-disciplinary interest.  It would include engineers not traditionally attracted by NSPE and its licensure focus.





The Task force met again in early November and established the vision for the future:


Licensed engineers view membership in NSPE and its State Societies as indispensable to their professional interest.


NSPE is the recognized voice and advocate for the licensed professional engineer.


NSPE is the recognized voice and advocate for the future of the licensed professional engineer.





NSPE will continue to work on this but now is the time to express your opinion.





As for PSPE, the Pittsburgh Section is on record for recommending the implementation of Continuing Education.  Our initial recommendation in 2003 was not acted on by PSPE but discussion of recent events at the Northeast Regional Meeting brought this issue back into focus.  All state societies present at the meeting lost membership except for one.  New York increased its membership and it was solely attributed to their addition of Continuing Education.  This led PSPE to be receptive to a new proposal for Continuing Education with the goal of preventing  a Legislator from proposing implementation of another state’s Continuing Education guidelines.     (Cont. on pg 2)











Dave Briskey, P.E. Chapter President 
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President’s Message (continued)


With this in mind, the Pittsburgh Chapter, assisted by John Wanner PSPE’s executive director, will be presenting to the State Board in January 2005 a new resolution aimed at promoting continuing education.  





The Pittsburgh Chapter sponsored resolution, if accepted by the PSPE state board, is a first step in a legislative process leading to a change in the Engineers registration act requiring continuing education as a condition for maintaining licensure.





The text of the resolution as it stands now is: 





Be it resolved that PSPE take a leadership role in developing 


appropriate amendments to the Registration Act for Professional Engineers that :


 


*  require  at least 24 contact hours of continuing education credits as a condition of relicensing as an engineer.


*  that at least 4 of those hours be in instruction related to ethics


*  that the Registration Board be empowered to waive all or part of the requirements in cases of illness, emergency or hardship


*  that organizations which represent professional engineers or colleges/universities which grant engineering degrees be deemed pre-approved providers of continuing education credits


*  that maximum flexibility be given to licensees in meeting the continuing education requirements consistent with Pennsylvania's accepted practice for other licensed professionals





Please let PSPE and the Pittsburgh Chpater know your thoughts about both these potential changes.





Dave Briskey, P.E.   








PSPE/NSPE Services





PSPE is once again offering six months free membership in the society.  This is a great way of welcoming your colleagues into the fellowship of PSPE and share the value of belonging to our professional organization:


PSPE offers a safe environment in which to learn leadership skills critical to ones career.


PSPE provides an extensive network of professional contacts – local, state and national.


PSPE promotes the ethical and competent practice of engineering, advocates professional registration for engineers, and enhances the image and well-being of its members.


To obtain an application for six months free membership in the society, contact one of the local chapter officers or call Jennifer Summers directly at (717) 441-6051.





PSPE has been working with the state government and they announced that a PE license plate will be available in Pennsylvania for a $20 fee.  Proceeds will go to the PE Engineering Education Foundation.





NSPE offers a variety of services on their website � HYPERLINK "http://www.nspe.org" ��www.nspe.org� such as the Leadership Lending Library.  This ever increasing collection of presentations and training seminars has been created to assist state and chapter volunteers as they plan membership programs.  All items are loaned free-of-charge for 30 days and return shipping is included. Members are encouraged to review this library and take the initiative on developing a future program event for the local chapter.











 








Place: 	ESWP Building, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15222





Time:		6:30 p.m. 	Cash bar 	


7:00 p.m. 	Dinner,  (Dinner Cost $ 30.00 per attendee) 


7:45 p.m. 	Social





assist in publishing the newsletter, please contact us.  Any help is greatly appreciated.





How Would You Like to Receive the Newsletter? Please answer the following survey and send in your response and comments.  Thanks in advance for your participation.





I WOULD LIKE TOI HAVE THE PITTSBURGH PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER DELIVERED TO ME IN THE FOLOWING FASHION:





      Hard copy through the U.S. mail. (current status, response is still needed)


    PDF file sent to my preferred email address.


E-mail notification with a link to the Newsletter on the Chapter Website.





Please send your responses to the Chapter office by regular mail, by fax 412-391-0615 or by e-mail to PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org





* If you have already responded to this survey, there is no need for you to respond again, and THANKS!














HAVE YOU VISITED THE CHAPTER’S  WEBISTE?  COME VISIT US @ HTTP://WWW.PITTSBURGHPE.ORG
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PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS


PITTSBURGH CHAPTER





OCTOBER 17, 2002 CHAPTER MEETING





“SHOULD YOU CARE ABOUT PENNSYLVANIA’S “NEW” SAFE FILL REGULATIONS ?”





Abstract: On February 2, 2002, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) proposed regulations that will impose a number of new, considerably more stringent, requirements on the use of “fill” materials in the Commonwealth, in many cases subjecting fill materials to regulation as “solid waste,” and in virtually all cases subjecting fill materials to onerous sampling and analysis requirements. These regulations are commonly known as the “Safe Fill” regulations, and they go far beyond the requirements imposed by most states and likely will have a “chilling” effect on construction and development activities in the Commonwealth. 





Speakers:   D. Matthew Jameson III & Donald C. Bluedorn II 


                    Both from the Law Firm of Babst Calland Clements & Zomnir 


                    The professional biographies of the speakers is on page 4 





Place:          Engineers Building, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15222 


                    6:00 p.m. Cash bar 


                    6:30 p.m. Dinner 


                    7:15 p.m. Presentation (45 minutes) 





Dinner Entrees, A Choice of one of the following: 





1. Lemon Sole Belle Meuniere, Broiled & Topped with breaded sliced tomatoes, mushroom cap & white wine 


sauce 


2. Pork Piccatta, Sauteed medallions with capers, mushrooms, lemon & white wine 





The dinner entrees are served with fresh garden salad, assorted rolls & butter, coffee, decaf, tea & iced tea and Chef’s choice of starch, vegetable and dessert. 





Dinner Cost $ 25.00 per attendee 





Make check payable to PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter and mail to: 





PSPE, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15222, & Please indicate your entrée choice. 





To make reservations call the office by Friday October 11, 2002 at (412) 391-0615 or 


e-mail: PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org
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						�	


PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS


PITTSBURGH CHAPTER





DECEMBER 11, 2004 HOLIDAY PARTY


�Come and join us to kick off the Holiday Season with joy and good cheer along with your fellow PSPE members and guests.








�





You may make your reservation by filling in the form below and mailing or faxing it to the Chapter office. You may also phone in all of this information to us. If you opt to make your reservation via e-mail, do not e-mail your credit card info. Payment may be made by calling in your credit card info, faxing this filled in form, or mailing this form with credit card info or enclosing a check. 





Office Phone number (412) 391-0615 e-mail: PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org 


Office fax (412-261-1606) Mailing Address: PSPE, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15222 





Name : ____________________________		 Guest: _____________________________ 


Payment Options: 


Credit Card: __ MASTERCARD __ VISA 	Card Number:______________________________


Name (as it appears on the credit card): 	_________________________________________ 





Dinner Choice : Choose one of the following (if more than one attendee, indicate the number of each choice): 





_____Virginia Spots –  English style with lemon, butter cream sauce 





_____ Chicken Carbonara – Sautéed Boneless Chicken Breast with Sausage, Bacon, Mushrooms and Romano 


Cream Sauce


_____ Char Grilled Tenderloin Medallions With Roasted Peppers and Mushroom Bordelaise





The dinner entrees are served with fresh garden salad, assorted rolls & butter, coffee, decaf, tea & iced tea and 


Chef s choice of starch, vegetable and dessert.
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Medrad Apprenticeship Visit Report  Written by Patrick Boyer





On October 19, the students in the Engineering Apprenticeship visited Medrad Corporation.  Located approximately 12 miles north of Pittsburgh, Medrad is Pittsburgh’s largest biotechnology company, specializing in the design and support of “state of the art” medical equipment.  With 15 international locations and its Pittsburgh Headquarters, Medrad employs around 1,100 people.  All the employees we talked with were very friendly and helpful.  We thank them for taking time to share their knowledge with us, especially Mohan Budidha who coordinated our visit.





Apprenticeship students were given an opportunity to learn and understand the role and interdependencies of various engineering disciplines that bring Medrad’s products to the medical community.  This was demonstrated through one of Medrad’s new products, the Spectris Solaris MR Injection System.





A group of engineers talked with the students about their role in designing the new product.  Jonathan Speicher, a software engineer, explained how the programs he writes direct each part of the new product to operate.  He also showed us the easy-to-use interface and design that he created.  Brian Baily, an electrical engineer, explained how electrical impulses, in response to the computer programs, cause the mechanical functions to work.  Mechanical engineers Susan Felix and Ralph Schriver planned and designed the actual physical movements of the machine.  They use computer programs to design and test the parts before a prototype can be made.  Bill Nolan, a systems engineer, explained how his job is to coordinate all these systems to work as one efficient product.  In each engineering group, tasks have to be repeated and checked continuously to ensure that the operating results meet the customer’s requirements and are safe.  The engineers are constantly thinking of ways to improve their current design so it operates better and more consistently.





The day concluded with a tour of the Medrad facility.  The tour covered areas which help in the final delivery and support of the completed Medrad product.  The areas we visited included the test labs, as well as production and packaging areas.





By the end of the day , the students took away some valuable information about the various engineering fields and possible consideration for career choices.  It was great opportunity to see how different engineering fields work together to produce a product, that will ultimately benefit society.











New Chapter Members





We welcome the following New Chapter Members who Joined our Chapter over the Summer





David Crosbie, P.E.	Brian Krul , P.E.
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Announcements 





Gary Chodkowski has submitted his letter of resignation as President Elect of the Pittsburgh Chapter for business and personal reasons.  The chapter will proceed with filling this vacancy in accordance with chapter by-laws and Mohan Budidha will move up to President next year and we will fill both positions of President-elect and Vice President in the next election.  Gary will maintain his local membership. 





Michel Sadaka of our Chapter has been nominated for the position of Southwest Regional Vice President for PSPE.  Congratulations and good luck.





2004-2005 Chapter Officers





Dave Briskey, P.E.                412.272.5981                      DJbriskey@dickcorp.com                    	President


Vacant	                                                                                                                                           President -elect


Mohan Budidha, P.E.,           412.767.2400                      � HYPERLINK "mailto:Mbudidha@Medrad.com" ��Mbudidha@Medrad.com� 	             Vice President


Joseph S. Grubbs, P.E.         412.269.2742                      Jgrubbs@mbakercorp.com                 	Imm. Past President


John Broscious, P.E.            412.358.8553                        jbros@att.net                                      	Treasurer


Kevin Wiley, P.E.            	 412.736.8294	� HYPERLINK "mailto:KWileyPE@aol.com" ��KWileyPE@aol.com�     		Executive Secretary


Reyman Branting, P.E.         412.281.3800                        bernardi@nauticom.net                    	Financial Secretary





2004-2005 Chapter Directors





Associate Members





Dave Samek, P.E.,                              412.269-1000                            Dsamek@mbakercorp.com       Director 2004-2007


Maris Mangulis, P.E.,                          412.269.5072                            � HYPERLINK "mailto:mmangulis@mbakercorp.com" ��mmangulis@mbakercorp.com� 	Director 2004-2006 


Michel J. Sadaka, P.E.                        412.771.7701                            Michel@Sadaka.net                   Director 2004-2006 


Kimberly Gales, P.E.,                          412.885.8888                            � HYPERLINK "mailto:Kageng@aol.com" ��Kageng@aol.com� 	Director 2004-2007


Ed Witt, P.E.                        	412.288.4290                       	Eawittjr@verizon.net  	State Director 2005


Brian Silowash, P.E.,                           412.242.4347                            � HYPERLINK "mailto:BKS2000@worldnet.att.net" ��BKS2000@worldnet.att.net� 	Director 2004-2005


Narender Akubathini, P.E.,	412.364.2180	� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@cvengineering.com" ��info@cvengineering.com�	Director 2004-2005	





Babst Calland Clements Zomnir 	                  	Beckwith Machinery Company


Benchmark Engineering & Construction                  	Buchart-Horn, Inc.


Camp Dresser and McKee, Inc.                		Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.


D & D Engineering, Inc.                 			Dick Corporation


Earth, Inc.             					Eichleay Engineers, Inc.


GAI Consultants, Inc.    				Galletta Engineering Corporation


Gannett Fleming, Inc.                     			The Gateway Engineers, Inc.


Golden Triangle Construction                   		HDR Engineering, Inc.


Keddal Aerial Mapping (Div. of Kucera Int’l)          	L. Robert Kimball & Associates


Lorenzi, Dodds & Gunnill, Inc.                     		Maguire Group, Inc.


Management Engineering Corporation        		Marshall Elevator Company


Mashuda Corporation            				Michael Baker, Jr., Inc.


Monaloh Basin Engineers, Inc.     			P. J. Dick, Inc.


Parsons, Brinckerhoff, Quade & Douglas   		Roy F. Johns, Jr. & Associates


Tower Engineering          				Trumbull Corporation
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Mathcounts





MATHCOUNTS objectives are to elevate the prestige associated with achievement in mathematics, to increase awareness of the importance of mathematics among parents, educators, and the general public, and to bring about improvements in mathematics curricula and instruction in 6th, 7th and 8th grades.





MATHCOUNTS is organized and administered by the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) and Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers (PSPE) state and local chapters.  However, NSPE has announced they are only committed to this annual event through 2005.  Although they may pull out of sponsorship, the event will continue and local chapters will be free to support it.  This event has always been a highlight for chapter members and it will be up to us to continue this support.





The Pittsburgh Chapter MATHCOUNTS Program offers local students the opportunity to interact and compete with their fellow MATHLETES.  The first MATHCOUNTS Program occurred in the 1984-1985 season when twelve schools participated.





This past February was the nineteenth year of our local competition.  One hundred fifty  (150) students representing 27 schools from Allegheny County schools competed with the goal of reaching the state and national competitions.





Our local MATHCOUNTS Competition is a very large undertaking for the Chapter.  A seven-member committee begins planning the February Competition in late August.  The Committee usually meets a half a dozen times prior to the Competition.  On the date of the competition, usually the second Saturday in February, upwards of 50 PITT students and PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter members volunteer to supervise the competition, grade the examinations and serve lunch to the MATHLETES.  We’re proud to be involved with such a worthwhile program that encourages mathematics and engineering.  If you may be interested in joining the MATHCOUNTS Committee or volunteering for the February 12, 2005 Competition, please contact Michel Sadaka.








Engineer’s Week Dinner Banquet





This year PSPE will be combining with ASCE for another Engineer’s Week Dinner event.  Once again it will be held at Nevillewood Country Club on Saturday, February 26, 2005.    Please mark your calendars.














Refresher Courses  





The Pittsburgh Chapter sponsors two sessions of fresher courses for both the Professional Engineer (mechanical, electrical and civil disciplines) and the Engineer in Training (E.I.T./F.E.) exams.  Courses meet one evening per week at the University of Pittsburgh and are scheduled to complement the semiannual examinations administered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  A minimum enrollment of 9 students is required and no exception to this will be made.  A tuition fee of $250 is charged for the course. The Spring 2005 Refresher Course is now scheduled for 9 sessions beginning Feb 7, and running through April 11 (no class on March 7), and provides 22 hours of instruction.  The deadline for course registration is Jan 28, 2005. For more information and registration materials, please check the Chapter web-site � HYPERLINK "http://www.PittsburghPE.org" ��http://www.PittsburghPE.org� or contact the Chapter office.
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2004-2005 CALENDAR





�





PSPE, Pittsburgh chapter – http://www.PittsburghPE.Org





MEMBERSHIP EVENTS & MEETINGS


Date                                 Time                    Description                                                                  Location











Dec. 11, 2003                 6:00PM                Christmas Party                                                           ESWP Building


Feb. 12, 2003                 8:00AM                 MATHCOUNTS Competition                                      Univ. of Pittsburgh


Feb. 26, 2003                 8:00AM                 Engineer’s Week Banquet                                     	Nevillewood CC








BOARD OF DIRECTION MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON:





Sept. 9, 2003, Oct. 14, 2003, Nov. 11, 2003,  Jan. 13, 2004, Feb. 10, 2004, Mar.10, 2004, Apr. 7, 2004, May 12, 2004 and June 9, 2004


 


All BOD meeting are to held @ 5:30PM @ the ESWP Building pending further notice. 


- Indicates meeting already held 2004




















Here is your chance to publish an article in the next issue of The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer.  Please forward materials to Dave Briskey PSPE@PittsburghPE.org by December 15.  This will keep us on schedule for mailing the next issue in January.





Please feel free to submit articles on topics that relate to the Engineering Profession in general, member professional news, comments and suggestions for The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer, or general professional observations. Your Support and contributions will be greatly appreciated. 

















Apprenticeship Program:  In September of 2004, two PSPE members volunteered their time for half a day to meet with 42 students from 25 local high schools and discuss their experiences as professional engineers.  The members worked in conjunction with the Allegheny Intermediate Unit (AIU) to arrange visits to several local engineering companies and job sites.  During the initial orientation, the students were separated into five groups.  After getting to know the other students in their group, each member introduced a fellow member to everyone in attendance.  The PSPE members then led several exercises that encouraged socialization and required analytical thinking.  The first exercise required each apprentice to select a career from three randomly assigned professions that ranged from Lion tamer, to Astronaut to Poker Player.  The students had to explain what quality they possessed that would make them successful at the chosen career.  The next was to build the strongest bridge between two tables using only gumdrops and spaghetti.  Each group approached the problem slightly different. This year the strongest structure actually used engineering principles.  The object of the final problem was for each Apprentice to shake hands with every other Apprentice in the shortest time possible.  Each group had to verbally convey their ideas to the other students and then direct the groups to work in unison.  For some reason, no group attempted the “Three Musketeer” all-for-one-one-for-all approach.  I guess they are too young to know that old story.





During the course of the program, the PSPE members provided a discussion of the fields of engineering and types of work an engineer might perform.  The roles of the Licensed Professional Engineer and the NSPE, PSPE and Pittsburgh Chapter were also covered along with the networking opportunities from associating with members of professional societies.





Companies that volunteer their time and office space to show students what engineers do during a typical day have been the Port Authority, Trumbull, Bombardier, P. J. Dick, Pittsburgh Material Technology, HDR, Medrad, DMJM+Harris, Cuttler Hammer, L.D. Astorino and GAI. Companies such as Marconi and MS Consultants have stepped forward this year.  Two students then write a report about the host company.  See the write-up on Medrad in this edition of the newsletter.  The students also will visit University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University to spend time with an engineering student to get a feel for what college life is like.





In April the students will meet again with the PSPE members at the Engineers Society of Western Pennsylvania to discuss their experiences and get another dose of analytical thinking.  Each of the four groups will be allowed to choose between an egg drop problem and a catapult problem.  





The Pittsburgh Section takes great pride in our Apprenticeship Program.  In 2002, we recorded the program and will update it this year.  We will share it with PSPE and NSPE because they are looking for great programs to promote and we believe our Apprenticeship Program is a unique and beneficial to the community. 





Talking with the students is always a rewarding experience.  If you are personally interested in helping out this year, please contact Dave Briskey (412-275-2190, � HYPERLINK "mailto:djbriskey@dickcorp.com" ��djbriskey@dickcorp.com�) or Reyman Branting (bernardi@nauticom.net). The visits to engineering companies continue in November, December, February and March.  We still need a few more Engineering companies  to volunteer their office for a visit.  It’s a great way to stay in touch with the future.








Construction Legislative Council, CLC.  The Construction Legislative Council is a multi-discipline coalition of construction industry employers.  Established in 1972, the Council serves the legislative concerns of Engineers, Architects, Construction Contractors, and Material Suppliers from Western Pennsylvania who are engaged in commercial, industrial, institutional heavy/highway and utility construction.  The PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter is a member organization in the Council and participates in the regular monthly CLC meetings held on the third Friday of each month (September – June).  Pittsburgh Chapter members interested in attending any of the CLC meetings can call the Chapter office for details.

















