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March - April 2011 

Engineers’ Week Banquet 
 
 
The Engineers’ Week Banquet took place at the Sheraton Station Square with a great view and wonderful food.  The 85+ 
attendees enjoyed an eventful evening with recognition of the outstanding awardees for this year.  Traditionally seven 
awards are made.  The awardees are highlighted below for those of you who missed a wonderful event. 
 
 

The Silvio Lorenzi President’s Gold Star Award is presented at the request of the Pittsburgh 
Chapter's current President in recognition of outstanding support extended to the President in 
fulfilling his/her duties to the Pittsburgh Chapter.  This award is named in memory of Silvio 
"Sax" Lorenzi who served as Chapter President in 1974-75 and PSPE President in 1978-79. 
"Sax" Lorenzi is recalled in making this award for his enthusiastic work and support of this 
Chapter and the Society.  This years’ award recipient is Reyman R. Branting, P.E.  Reyman has 
been an active member of the Chapter and Board of Directors for over 35 years. 
 
 
 

The Young Engineer of The Year Award is intended to 
identify and recognize an outstanding engineer no older than 

35 as of Jan. 1 in the year following the Award year. The evaluation criteria include 
collegiate achievements, professional and technical society activities, engineering 
experience, publications/patents, major engineering project achievements, and 
additional activities such as civic, fraternal, or humanitarian endeavors.  This year’s 
recipient is Jennifer M. Nolan-Kremm, P.E.   

 
 
Nominee, PSPE State Engineer of TheYear. The Pittsburgh Chapter nominates an engineer for the PSPE Engineer of the 
Year Award.  This annual award recognizes continuous years of active participation in, service to, and support of the 
Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE, NSPE, and the engineering profession.  The Award also recognizes an outstanding, distinguished 
engineer not necessarily only for his/her work for, or in, PSPE, but for 
his/her overall activities and achievements. Occupational and professional 
achievements, civic, political, and engineering affairs, and education 
represent the primary selection criteria for the Engineer of the Year Awardee.  
The Chapter’s nominee for this award is Michel Sadaka, P.E.  Michel has 
been an active member of the Chapter and is presently our Southwest Vice 
President for PSPE. 
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  More Award Recipients 
 
 
 
The Dedicated Service Award recognizes 
continuous years of active participation in, 
service to, and support of the Pittsburgh 
Chapter, PSPE, NSPE and the engineering 
profession.  This years’ award recipient is Kirk 
L. Thompson, P.E.  Kirk presently works for 
Equitable Gas. 

 
 

 
 
 
The Lawrence W. Hornfeck Award is presented yearly to the Chapter member who is 
considered to have done the most for the Chapter during the preceding year.  This 
memorial award named for Larry Hornfeck who died while serving as Chapter President 
in 1963.  The recipient is not revealed until the award is presented.  The Pittsburgh 
Chapter is honored to award the 2011 Lawrence W. Hornfeck Award to Virginia A. 
Dailey, P.E.  Virginia owns her own electrical engineering consulting firm, D & D 
Engineering, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Distinguished Service Award is presented each year to recognize an 

individual for outstanding contributions toward the improvement of the social, 
economic and professional status of the Professional Engineer.  It is not necessary 
that the recipient be an engineer.  This years’ award recipient is Thomas E. 
Donatelli, P.E.  Mr. Donatelli presently works for Michael Baker, Jr., Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to all winners and thank you to everyone who took the time to honor the Awardees with their presence.  
Everyone in attendance enjoyed great food and even better company!! 
  

 

2010-2011 Chapter Officers  
President –  Joe Garlicki , P.E.   
President Elect –  Brian Schull, P.E.  
Vice President – Kirk Thompson, P.E.  
State Director - David Briskey, P.E. 2008-2011  

Executive Secretary – Jon Drosendahl, P.E.   
Treasurer - John Broscious, P.E.   
Financial Secretary - Reyman Branting, P.E.   
Immediate Past President – Dave Samek, P.E. 

2010-2011 Chapter Directors 
Virginia Dailey, P.E. 2009 - 2011 
Doug Beitko, P.E., 2010 - 2012 

Tom Weber, P.E. 2011 - 2013 
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PITTSBURGH CHAPTER 

PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 
           

Invites all current and prospective members to the 

Thursday, May 19, 2011 Meeting 
 

Green Roof Design and Construction 
 (Seminar attendance qualifies as 1.0 PDH) 

 
At the Engineers Society of Western Pennsylvania Building 

337 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
 
On Thursday, May 19, 2011, the Pittsburgh Chapter is proudly sponsoring a seminar on the topic of Green Roof 
Design and Construction.  G. Eric French who is a horticulturalist and the president of Eisler Landscapes will be 
giving the presentation.  Mr. French has worked on numerous green roof projects in the Pittsburgh area.  Come 
and learn about this exciting technology. 
 

Cocktails: 6:00 PM Social (Cash Bar) 
 Dinner: 6:30 PM 

Presentation by G. Eric French: 7:30 PM 
 

Dinner Choice: Choose one of the following (if more than one attendee, indicate the number of each choice):  
 
___ Tenderloin of Beef Di Saronna, with sautéed Peppers and Amaretto Cream Sauce 

___ Chicken Baradi, layered with Tomato Basil Vinaigrette, Peppered Bacon, and Boursin Cheese Sauce 

___ Cashew Crusted Salmon, with Peanut Satay Sauce 
 
You may make your reservation by filling in the form below and mailing or faxing it to the Chapter office.  You may also 
phone in all of this information to ESWP.  If you choose to make your reservation via e-mail, do not e-mail your credit card 
info.  Payment may be made by calling in your credit card info, faxing this filled in form, or mailing this form with credit 
card info or enclosing a check. 
 
Phone: 412-391-0615   Fax: 412-261-1606   E-mail: d.teorsky@eswp.com 
U.S. Mail: Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE, 337 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA  15222 
 
Name : _______________________________ Contact Info:________________________________ 
 
Name : _______________________________ Contact Info:________________________________ 
 
Reservations including payment must be received by May 16, 2011.  Cost per attendee is $35.00 
Payment Options: 
Credit Card: ___ MASTERCARD ___ VISA ____ AMEX   
Card Number:___________________________________ Expiration Date: ___________ CVV Code_________ 
Name (as it appears on the credit card): _________________________________________________________ 
Billing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________  

___ Check enclosed payable to Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE & mailed to 337 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
Cancellations must be received three (3) days prior to the event. 
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Engineering Apprenticeship “Round-up” Visit 

 
By Randall Gough 

 
 At the “round-up” visit to the Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers building we first talked 
about our visits.  We decided on the most memorable visit, the least memorable, the favorite, the least favorite, 
the most useful, the least useful, what we liked, and did the visits make you want to be an engineer or not.  We 
were in two groups and came to a consensus about the answers.  The most memorable visit in my group was 
the airport, and the maglev visit in the other.  The favorite visit was the same as the most memorable for the 
groups.  The most useful was the University of Pittsburgh visit for the group I was in.  Both groups liked the 
variety of the visits, how there were many disciplines of engineering covered.  Most of us also agreed that the 
visits either made us want to be engineers more or had no affect because we wanted to be engineers in the 
first place. 
 The next activity we did at the visit was riddles.  The riddles were very tricky and it took awhile to get 
some of them.  The first riddle was what is full of holes yet holds water.  This was answered pretty quickly, the 
answer was a sponge.  Another was how can you rearrange the words new door into one word.  This was 
obvious and I am sure many of us there kicked ourselves for missing it.  It took about five minutes to answer 
and the answer was to spell one word.  Another tough riddle was what is special about the order of these 
numbers, 8,5,4,9,1,7,6,10,3,2,0.  This also took a long time; the answer was that they are in alphabetical 
order. 
 After this Jennifer Nolan-Kremm, the Young Engineer of the Year, talked to us about engineering.  She 
started out not as an engineer, but as a physics major.  She interned with Penn Dot working to repair and 
replace roads.  She also worked as an intern building bridges.  She thought that this was fun watching the 
process and directing the workers and got a job as a civil engineer building bridges.  She thought that it would 
be a lot of fun, but later decided that it was not as much fun as she thought.  It turned out that she didn’t like it 
as much as she thought so she switched from bridge building and now works with hydraulics.  She still works 
with bridges, but now she works to make sure that a bridge will not affect the water flow in the event of heavy 
rains and rising water.  She makes sure that the bridge will not cause the flood to flood homes instead of 
empty land.   
 Our next activity was to create a contraption out of a bunch of straws and tape to keep an egg safe from 
a fall.  The two groups had very different designs.  One group built a pyramid that the egg sat in the middle of 
with the idea that when it fell it would land on the square bottom which would cushion the fall.  The other group 
built a contraption where the straws were vertically lined around the egg so that it would land on one of the 
points formed by the straws cushioning the fall.  This contraption did not work as well as intended and the egg 
broke after being dropped from head height.  The first contraption worked as intended surviving a fall from 
head height and a fall from someone dropping it from head height standing on a chair.  Unfortunately when it 
was dropped from on top of a balcony it fell onto its side and the egg broke. 
 After this we had lunch ending with ice cream for dessert.  After dessert Mr. Branting presented us with a 
certificate of our attendance of the apprenticeship.  The visits from the very first introductory one to the final 
round were a great experience that taught me a lot about the different fields of engineering.  They were also 
great fun as we did some fun activities, like building a bridge at the introduction, to other games we played at 
visits. 
 
 
The Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE would like to recognize and thank all of the Apprenticeship sponsors for this 
year.  They are: 
 
HDR    University Of Pittsburgh    Corps of Enginee rs 
 
AECOM   Michael Baker/PA Turnpike Commission  Medra d, Inc. 
 
URS Corporation  Maglev  Pittsburgh Materials Techn ology 
 
Allegheny County Airport Authority 
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Invitation to Serve the Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE  
 
 

For those of you who feel you are “too busy” to participate on the Board of Directors for the 
Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE, you are missing a great opportunity.  By being on the Board, 

you will be learning about PSPE and the Pittsburgh Chapter and its rich heritage of engineers who have 
participated in the recent and not-so-recent past.  You will be learning and sharing leadership skills, 
organizational skills and team skills.  The Board is a team of people who problem solve (just like our engineering 
education taught us) in trying to keep the Pittsburgh Chapter vibrant, and to participate in state PSPE activities 
that protect our Professional Engineering licensure. 
 
We should never take lightly what we have achieved in obtaining that “P.E.” nor what it means to the profession 
and protection of our constituents. 
 
We are in the process of filling the officer slate for the coming fiscal year (July, 2011 through June, 2012).  The 
positions open for filling are Vice-President  and Director. 
 
The commitment you will be making, should you choose to run for either of those positions, is outlined in the 
Pittsburgh Chapter web site publishing of the Chapter By-Laws.  Click on “Board of Direction” and then at the 
bottom of the next page, click on By-Laws. 
 
PLEASE consider volunteering for one of these positions.  The Board meetings occur once a month, and they 
are almost always followed by a Chapter meeting (many offering a coveted PDH).  The meetings are productive 
and informative. 
 
 
 

History of Pittsburgh Captured 
Elektro, the Westinghouse Motoman 

 
Ladies and gentlemen, let me present the most famous robot of the 1930s: 
Elektro, the Westinghouse Motoman.  This gigantic golden mechanical man 
performed daily before packed houses at the Westinghouse pavilion at the 
1939 New York World's Fair.  Mention the word "robot" to anyone before 
1950 and odds are he'd be thinking of Elektro, which is interesting when you 
think about how quickly he slipped out of popular culture. By the '60s, it was 
difficult to even find photographs of the old tin.  Bad agent, I guess. 

Standing on a platform high above the crowds, Elektro would go through his 
paces under voice control of his operator, who spoke his commands into a 
telephone handset as a light flashed in a hole in Elektro's midriff.  Elektro 
needed his operator to enunciate every word in a slow, stilted voice.  This 
seemed strange, since it appeared as if  Elektro could apparently understand 
colloquial English, but what he was really reacting to was the pattern of 
sounds that the operator spoke rather than the words. 

With a loud electrical whine, Elektro would walk about the stage in a slow slide that betrayed the rollers on his 
feet.  Despite his bulk, he was pretty much a hollow tin, as his operator could turn Elektro with a light push of 
one hand.  Other exciting things that Elektro could do was move his head and arms, count on his fingers, 
recognise colours, smoke cigarettes, and talk.  Is that Vegas I hear calling? 

William Jennings Bryant, Elektro was not.  His pro-nounce-each-syl-la-ble-like-this delivery was at odds with his 
tendency to call people "Toots" and make bad jokes.  Well, you can't really blame him, seeing as he had a brain 
of only "forty eight electrical relays." 
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PITTSBURGH CHAPTER 
PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 

 

Invites all current and prospective members to the 

Thursday, June 16, 2011 Meeting 
 

Recognition of Apprenticeship Sponsors & 
Recognition of Past Presidents 

 
At the Engineers Society of Western Pennsylvania Building 

337 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA   15222 
 
 

On Thursday, June 16, 2011, the Pittsburgh Chapter will be recognizing the generous sponsors of the 
Apprenticeship Program and all past Chapter Presidents, followed by the induction of the 2011-2012 Chapter 
Officers.  Without the generosity in time and talent from our Apprenticeship sponsors and their personnel, and 
the wisdom and guidance of our Past Presidents, the Chapter would not be able to attain the goals that it sets for 
itself. 

Cocktails and Recognition of Past Presidents: 6:00 PM Social (Open Bar) 
 Dinner: 6:30 PM 

Presentation of Apprenticeship Sponsors:  7:30 PM 
Followed by Induction of Officers 

 
Dinner Choice: Choose one of the following (if more than one attendee, indicate the number of each choice):  
 
___ Blackened Sea Bass Fillets, with Baby Shrimp and sauce creole 

___ Chicken Abruzze, Spinach, Artichoke, and Mushroom Mousse with Tomato Basil Cream 
 
___ Tournadoes of Filet Mignon, with Boursin Cheese and Port Wine Reduction 
 
You may make your reservation by filling in the form below and mailing or faxing it to Dave Teorsky, ESWP. You may 
also phone in all of this information to ESWP. If you choose to make your reservation via e-mail, do not e-mail your credit 
card info. Payment may be made by calling in your credit card info, faxing this filled in form, or mailing this form with 
credit card info or enclosing a check. 
 

Phone: (412) 391-0615 Fax: (412-261-1606) e-mail: d.teorsky@eswp.com 
U.S. Mail; PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter, 337 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA   15222 
 

Name : _______________________________ Contact Info:________________________________ 
 

Name : _______________________________ Contact Info:________________________________ 
 
Reservations including payment must be received by June 13, 2011. Cost per attendee $35.00 
Payment Options: 
Credit Card: ___ MASTERCARD ___ VISA ____ AMEX   
Card Number:___________________________________ Expiration Date: ___________ CVV Code_________ 
Name (as it appears on the credit card): _________________________________________________________ 
Billing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________  
___  Check enclosed payable to Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE & mailed to 337 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA   15222 

 
Cancellations must be received three (3) days prior to the event. 
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Mathcounts - 2011 

 
This was the fourth year that our Mathcounts competition 
was held at the Moon Campus of Robert Morris 
University.  Through the volunteer help and financial help 
of this school of higher learning, our program has 
continued to be successful and continued to grow.  This 
year, our 28th year of hosting the Mathcounts 
competition, there were 24 schools each with a team of 4 
students, and an additional 89 individual students from 
these schools.  This is a grand total of 185 students 
participating this year at our Mathcounts competition. 
 
 
The winning team from this years’ Mathcounts 
competition is Thomas Jefferson Middle School coached 
by Cecelia Toohey.  The team members are:  Captain 
Amanda Zu, and team members Charles Yuan, Nancy 
Lu and Sue Kownacki.  This was the “second time” for Thomas Jefferson Middle School as Chapter Champions.  
They won the coveted Kedell Cup approximately 10 years ago. 
 
The team went on to compete at the State Competition in Harrisburg, on March 19th.  They did themselves and 
the Chapter proud.  The team finished second in the state, with a total of 25 schools participating. 
 
In addition, team member Nancy Lu finished as the 9th highest ranking individual in the state.  Quite an 
accomplishment for a seventh grade student. 
 
One of our other Chapter schools also went to the state competition as the “wild card” team.  That was the team 
representing Winchester Thurston School.  This team level is chosen based on the scores of all schools that 
participate across the state.  The top two scoring second place teams are invited to also participate at the state 
competition.  This was a rebuilding year for coach Tom Perdziola from Winchester Thurston.  They finished 
eighth in the state, a very respectable showing. 
 
 

Students Compete In Concrete-Canoe Races 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer (4/18, Carey) reports, "Concrete-canoe races and a student steel-bridge competition," 
both held in Cooper River Park over the weekend, "were main attractions of the Mid-Atlantic Student Conference 
of the American Society of Civil Engineers, which was hosted by Drexel University and drew about 250 
participants from 14 schools in Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland." The article focuses on the canoe races, 
describing several of the canoes produced by students. The performance aspect of the competition was altered 
slightly because of harsh wind conditions, although "teams were also judged on the quality of the final product, a 
technical paper, and oral presentation." The Inquirer notes, "When all phases of the contest were tallied, Pitt-
Johnstown, last year's winner, captured first again, followed by Navy, Drexel, Maryland, and Temple."  
 
(Article reprinted from NSPE Weekly email magazine) 
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2010-2011 CALENDAR 

 

PSPE, Pittsburgh chapter – http://www.PittsburghPE.Org 

MEMBERSHIP EVENTS & MEETINGS 
Date                               Time                  Description                                                                     Location 
 
 
May 19, 2011  5:30pm  Board of Directors Meeting     ESWP 
May 19, 2011  6:30pm  Green Design and Construction    ESWP 
June 16, 2011  5:30pm  Board of Directors Meeting     ESWP 
June 16, 2011  6:30pm  Recognition of Past Presidents and   ESWP 
     Apprenticeship Hosts 
     Induction of Officers 
 
February 25, 2012   National Engineers’ Week Banquet  Mark your calendar TODAY! 
 

All BOD meetings are to be held @ 5:30PM @ the ESWP Building pending further notice. �  
 
 
 
�


