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April 2009 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
by Thomas P. Weber, P.E. 

 
The month of February was incredibly busy for all of us at the Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE.  On 
February 21, 2009, the Chapter held its 26th annual MathCounts competition under the chairmanship of 
Virginia Dailey, P.E.  Through the hospitality of Robert Morris University and their Dean of Engineering 
Dr. Winston Erevelles, over 200 sixth, seventh and eighth graders competed for awards and savings 
bonds by solving problems in math and science at the Sewell Center.  The chapter had a crew of 
almost 75 other proctors, graders, helpers, food servers, etc. on hand to make the event go 
seamlessly.  On February 28, 2009, the Pittsburgh Chapter held its annual Engineer’s Week Banquet 
at The Club at Nevillewood with the Secretary of Transportation Allen Biehler as our keynote speaker.  
Again, a great time was had by all.  That was the second time in six months that chapter members had 
an opportunity to go one on one with Mr. Biehler, who addressed our chapter meeting last October 
also.   
 
As an active member of our Pittsburgh Chapter for the last twelve months, you have also had 
opportunities to take site tours of the “Big Dig” (the North Shore Tunnel) and the Pittsburgh Casino 
which is due to open in August.  So we DO have a very active chapter. 
 
Please circle Thursday, April 16, 2009 on your calendars.  On that date, we will have our monthly 
Chapter Meeting to honor our Past Presidents with a reception at the Engineers Society of Western 
Pennsylvania, complete with free hors d’oeuvres.  Several of our past presidents will be presented with 
their long overdue plaques to honor their service to our chapter.  At that same meeting, we will be 
given a power point presentation of the current status of the new Allegheny River Bridge Rehabilitation 
Project in Harmarville.  The type of bridge construction being performed on that project is quite unique 
in the Pittsburgh area.  This “slide show” of the ARB project at our April Chapter Meeting will be 
followed in May by a site visit on Saturday, May 9, 2009.  Kindly circle that date on your calendars also.  
We would love to have more participants at all of our events.  Please see the informational flyers and 
Reservation Forms enclosed.  Make your reservations now while you are thinking about it.  And thanks 
to all of our members and guests who have made this year’s activities so worthwhile.    
       

Tom Weber, President 
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MATHCOUNTS ANOTHER HUGE SUCCESS 

For the second successive year, Robert Morris University has teamed up with 
the volunteers from the Pittsburgh Chapter to host the 26th annual Mathcounts 
competition.  This year was particularly challenging due to the fact that, at the 
last minute, the schools from Westmoreland County were added to the schools 
from Allegheny County for the competition.  A total of 208 students from 33 
schools participated this year.  It was a record year!  Pictures of the 
competition can be viewed on the Chapter web site, courtesy of Tom 

Schwartzmier’s coordination and Michel Sadaka’s posting.  It was a great day. 

With so many students participating, the need for volunteers also increased.  As usual, the faculty of RMU provided their 
classroom expertise in being proctors on the competition floor of the Sewall Center.  Then there were the 50+ volunteers 
that staffed Dave Briskey’s grading room and worked diligently through the morning to grade each portion of the 
competition, from Sprint and Target through the Team Competition questions.  Our computer graders, Michel Sadaka and 
Martha Boward worked to get all of the grading information into a new Mathcounts grading program, which, when put to 
the “acid test” was a bit less than stellar in performance.  They used their historical experience to make it all work.  Mady 
Bauer contributed her State experience to this as well. 

After the Team Competition, the kids and coaches were hungry and Tom and Joann Weber did their usual excellent job at 
providing the lunch from Subway.  A few hitches here – including some of the packaging – made their job a little more of a 
challenge than usual.  But in their usual fashion, they made it seem all transparent. 

The top team from Allegheny County in 
this years’ competition was Winchester 
Thurston, followed closely by Sewickley 
Academy.  Ray Li, of Sewickley 
Academy, followed closely by Sam 
Schreiber of Winchester Thurston were 
the top two individuals from the 
competition.  The top team from 
Westmoreland County in this years’ 
competition was Greensburg Salem 
Middle School followed by Franklin 
Regional.  Ben Moidel of Franklin 
Regional was the first place individual, 
with Ian Hammers of Greensburg second 
taking second. 

 
 
 

2008-2009 Chapter Officers 
President – Tom Weber, P.E.   
President Elect – Dave Samek, P.E.  
Vice President – Joe Garlicki, P.E.  
State Director - David Briskey, P.E. 2005-2008  

Executive Secretary – Jon Drosendahl, P.E.   
Treasurer - John Broscious, P.E.   
Financial Secretary - Reyman Branting, P.E.   
Immediate Past President – Virginia Dailey, P.E. 

2007-2008 Chapter Directors 
Vacant Position 2005-2008  
Vacant Position 2006 - 2009  

Brian Schull, P.E. 2006 - 2009 
Kirk Thompson, P.E. 2007 – 2010 
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PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 

                 PITTSBURGH CHAPTER 

               Invites all current and prospective members to the 
 

April 16, 2009 meeting 
 

Recognition of Past Presidents 
 

followed by a presentation 

“Allegheny River Bridge Rehabilitation Project” 

 
At the Engineers Society of Western Pennsylvania Building 

337 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA   15222 

 
 

On Thursday, April 16, 2009, the Pittsburgh Chapter will be recognizing all past Chapter Presidents with a 
free hors d’oeuvres meeting, followed by a presentation by Kirk Thompson, Board Director, from the Port 
Authority providing insight into the North Shore Connector Project.  Kirk will be giving us the latest status on 
the project and a slide presentation of the tunnel boring machine and project. 

 

Cocktails: 6:00 PM Social (Cash Bar) 

Free Hors D’Oeuvres 

Introduction of Past Presidents and Presentation of Plaques 

Presentation of Allegheny River Bridge Rehabilitation Project by 
Craig White, P.E. of McTish Kunkel and Associates 

 

 

You may make your reservation by filling in the form below and mailing or faxing it to Conor McGarvey, 
ESWP. You may also phone in all of this information to us.  

Phone: (412) 391-0615 Fax (412-261-1606) e-mail: ddengr@city-net.com 
U.S. Mail; PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter, 337 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA   15222 

Name : _______________________________ Contact Info:________________________________ 

Name : _______________________________ Contact Info:________________________________ 
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PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 

PITTSBURGH CHAPTER 
 

May 9, 2009 Chapter Meeting 
 

At the Allegheny River Bridge Construction Site 
 

 

On Saturday morning May 9, 2009 at 10:00 AM we will take 
an actual tour of this construction project which is a new 
bridge being built over the Allegheny River in Harmarville.   
Hard hats and vests will be required, with suitable shoes.  
Pictures will be allowed.  Everyone will have to sign a 
Waiver Form, but this can be done at the site.   A site map 
and the Visitors Instruction Sheet are on the following pages 
of the newsletter. 

Please meet right under the bridge at the Inspector’s Field 
Office (trailers), 702 Freeport Road, Harmarville, PA at 
10:00 AM.  The morning of the meeting, if you have any 

questions (directions, etc.) contact Tom Weber at 421-812-3967.  

 
The meeting is free of charge! 

 
 
You may make your reservation by filling in the form below and mailing or faxing it to Conor McGarvey, 
ESWP. You may also phone in all of this information to us.  
 
 
Phone: (412) 391-0615 Fax (412-261-1606) e-mail: ddengr@city-net.com 
 
 
U.S. Mail; PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter, 337 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA   15222 
 
Name : _______________________________ Contact Info:________________________________ 

 
Name : _______________________________ Contact Info:________________________________ 
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WHAT I SHOULD HAVE SAID 

 
 
At the Engineers Week Banquet in February, the Pittsburgh Chapter surprised me with the presentation (for the second 
time) of the Lawrence W. Hornfeck award.  It caught me off guard and my response was sparse and not well thought out.  It 
did not reflect well on my years of experience in Toastmasters International.  
 
I should have noted that for the first time in 19 years, my wife, Dusty was unable to attend.  Nineteen years ago she was in 
California lending moral support to our daughter, Kris, for the birth of our first grandson.  This time she was just not up to 
an evening out.  When I arrived home, she asked “Who won the Hornfeck Award?”  Her spirits went up when I responded 
“Your husband”. 
 
When introducing representatives of the Engineering Apprenticeship host organizations, I should not have omitted 
recognizing HDR.  Although Ralph Gilbert, who heads the Pittsburgh office, received the Dedicated Service Award and 
Joseph L. Garlicki, a Project Engineer in HDR’s Pittsburgh Office Structures Group, received the PSPE Young Engineer of 
the Year award, HDR’s continuing support of the Engineering Apprenticeship program should have been acknowledged as 
well.  
 
David Briskey and I work together with the Allegheny Intermediate Unit and all the host organizations to arrange 
meaningful visits for the GATE (Gifted and Talented Education program) students who populate the Apprenticeship.  It is 
very gratifying to receive an award for participating in this activity, but it is anything but a one man show.   
 
My first Hornfeck award was presented 21 years ago.  It was as much a surprise then as in 2009, and my response was just 
as stilted.  Some things never change. 
 
I do wish to thank the Pittsburgh Chapter, the Pittsburgh engineering community, the Allegheny Intermediate Unit and the 
students in the Engineering Apprenticeship for providing me an opportunity to meet and work with such a great group of 
people.  Thank you all! 
 
Reyman R. Branting, P.E.  
(Recipient of the 2009 Hornfeck Award) 
 
 

LAWRENCE W. HORNFECK AWARD 
PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS 

 
1964 Daniel Bienstock 
1965 Eugene Recchion 
1966 Bejamin Aires  
1967 George Heinitsh  
1968 Jack Whitford  
1970 John Logan  
1971 John Smith  
1972 Charles Smith  
1973 William Schaefer 
1974 Lucian Wilkes  
1975 William Donovan 
1976 Everette Roberts  
1977 John Graham 
1978 Lambert Jaroska 
1979 Milan Spanovich 

1980 Silvio Lorenzi  
1981 John DeRoss  
1982 Daniel Grieco, Jr. 
1983 Rosario Rizzo  
1984 Richard Bauer  
1985 Lisle Williams  
1986 Erwin Hamel, Jr. 
1987 Herbert Zwilling 
1988 Reyman Branting 
1989 William Schaefer 
1990 Joseph Fagan 
1991 Manfred Lohrmann 
1992 Ruthann Omer 
1993 Charles Merroth 
1994 Dr. James Cobb 

1995 Joseph Boward 
1996 John Drosendahl 
1997 Kevin Wiley 
1998 Tom Schwartzmier 
1999 Gary Chodkowski 
2000 Doug Zaenger 
2001 Virginia Dailey 
2002 Ed Permar 
2003 Michel J. Sadaka 
2004 Earl McCabe 
2005 Ed Witt 
2006 John Broscious 
2007 Dave Briskey 
2008 Thomas Weber 

 
This award is presented to the Chapter Member who has made exceptional contributions to the Chapter during the 
preceding year.  The recipient is announced when the award is presented. 
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WAL-MART GOING GLOBALLY GREEN 
 

Wal-Mart Canada opens Canada’s first prototype, high-performance, green building. 
Wal-Mart Mexico installs the largest photovoltaic solar power system in Latin America.  

-- (reprinted from) Consulting-Specifying Engineer, 1/22/2009 -- 

 

According to Greenbiz, In Aguascalientes, Mexico, more than half the rooftop of the Bodega Aurrera 
Convencion was covered with solar panels. Wal-Mart Mexico installed more than 1,056 solar panels on more 
than 23,000 sq ft of the rooftop. The 174 kW system will supply the store with 20% of its energy and reduce the 
CO2 emissions by an estimated 140 tons. 

The Mexican Solar Energy Assn. awarded Wal-Mart Mexico for its efforts in the project. "This is the first large-
scale project to generate energy using photovoltaic panels, not only for Wal-Mart Mexico, but for Wal-Mart 
International," Raul Arguelles, senior vice president for corporate affairs and people division at Wal-Mart Mexico, 
said in a statement. "This puts Mexico at the head of the energy field. The project reinforces our commitment to 
obtain all the energy the company requires from renewable sources by 2025." 

In Burlington, Ontario, Wal-Mart Canada opened the first green store prototype. The Burlington Wal-Mart has an 
energy efficiency rating that is 60% more efficient than conventional buildings. During 2009, Wal-Mart plans to 
open other stores that are 30% more energy efficient than standard sties. Wal-Mart installed 23 environmentally 
friendly elements in the store. The builders used only renewable power during the construction, which was 
supplied by Bullfrog Power.  
 
 Some of the eco-friendly features include: 
• The first geothermal heating and cooling system at a large-scale Canadian retail site. 
• An in-floor radiant heating and cooling system that circulates water for transfers instead of relying on air vents. 
• An energy efficient lighting system that includes daylight harvesting. 
• Power that is 100% sourced to renewables. 
• An efficient refrigeration system that includes heat capture for warming the store.  
• Motion-activated LEDs in the refrigerator and freezer cases. 
• Increased roof insulation. 
• A white roof membrane that deflects sunlight by an estimated 85%, which reduces heat gain.  
• Low flow sinks, toilets, and urinals. 
• The store uses recycled, locally sourced, and low-or-zero-VOC materials. 
 
For employees and customers, the store maintains multiple waste diversion streams for paper, plastic and 
organics. The programs include recycling polystyrene waste into fire-resistant insulation used for commercial 
building. The new Burlington location also encourages customers to recycle plastic bags and CFL light bulbs, 
and has set up an in-store recycling center to deposit the material. The store expects to divert 85% of its waste 
from landfill and avoid release of an estimated 141 tons of carbon emissions. 
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2008-2009 CALENDAR 
 

PSPE, Pittsburgh chapter – http://www.PittsburghPE.Org 

MEMBERSHIP EVENTS & MEETINGS 
Date                               Time                  Description                                                       Location 
 

 
 
April 16, 2009  6:00pm  Past President’s Recognition   ESWP 
May 9, 2009  10:00am Site Meeting     Turnpike Exit 5 
June 2009  TBD  Installation of Chapter Officers,    TBD 

     & Recognition of Apprenticeship Participants 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON:  April 16, 2009, May 14, 2009 and June 11, 2009 
 
All BOD meeting are to held @ 5:30PM @ the ESWP Building pending further notice.   
 

 

 
 


