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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I believe this year the Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE has an exciting program for the year. The current Board of
Direction and I are committed to presenting interesting meeting topics as well as increaing efforts to increase

membership. Starting with our October meeting, Col. Stephen Hill, District Engineer of the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers, will talk about Hurricane Katrina and the lessons learned as well as what could have been done
better. All members of the Southwest Region of PSPE are invited to participate in this joint activity.

Recently, all PSPE members were asked for input to develop a Strategic Plan for PSPE. The results of this
survey will be published in the near future. There wasa significant response to this survey, partially due to a
one week extension for responses requested by the Pittsburgh Chapter. With declining engineering enrollment
at the college level and other issues with professional engineering services, I believe iat PSPE will emerge
from this process with a new energy to forward the cause of professional engineers. I invite all members to
become involved in the meetings and other activities to increase awareness of our legislators, our clients and the
general public of the importance of professional engineering.

I look forward to personally meeting each of you at upcoming events

PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter President — Darryl Brogan, P.E.

P.E. Editorial

Congratulations! The PSPE Survey made last month was completed by a meaningful number of PSPE
members. During the one week extension from Sep 4 until September 11, about 50 additional responses were
received. A 10% response to this type of survey is considered average to good — your response was not quite
double that at 17%. Somebody out there is thinking. The results are being analayzed and may be available by
the next Newsletter. Former Chapter President Michel Sadaka, P.E., (currently PSPE Southwest Region Vice
President) is deeply involved in the pojeact.

The month of October will bring the first membership meeting of the year. “Katrina and New Orleans” will be
the subject; the speaker will be Col. Steven Hill, District Engineer, U.S.Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh
District. The Washington and Beaver Counties Chapters will join us for the meeting. All Southwestern PA
PSPE members are invited.

At the September Board of Direction meeting on September 14, it was agreed that the FE and PE Refresher
Courses are offered as a service to the community and profession. They are not profit centers. If enrollment is
too low to support the cost, the chapter will subsidize it. This fall, the Pittsburgh Chapter and Penn State
Refresher Courses were both canceled for lack of demand. We expect the spring courses to go full tilt.

Acting Editor, Reyman R. Branting, P.E.
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