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	THE PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS,
PITTSBURGH CHAPTER
Invites all current and prospective members to
END-OF-THE-YEAR DINNER
AND MEET-THE-BOARD SOCIAL 
On Thursday, June 8, 2006 at The Engineering Society of Western Pennsylvania Building, 337 Fourth Ave, Pittsburgh, PA  15222

Please take some time to join us to socialize with the new and outgoing Board while extending an invitation to prospective members to learn what PSPE is all about.
Cocktails: 6:30 PM Social (Cash Bar)
Introductions
Dinner: 7:00 PM

Dinner Choice: Choose one of the following
  Virgina Spots – English style with lemon, butter cream sauce
  Chicken Riviera – Boneless breast topped with sliced tomatoes, garlic butter & melted Asiago cheese

You may make your reservation by filling in the form below and mailing or faxing it to D. Briskey, Dick Corporation. You may also phone in all of this information to us. If you opt to make your reservation via e-mail, do not e-mail your credit card info. Payment may be made by calling in your credit card info, faxing this filled in form, or mailing this form with credit card info or enclosing a check.
Phone: (412) 472-5981 Fax (412-472-5982) e-mail: djbriskey@dickcorp.com
U.S. Mail; Dick Corporation, Dave Briskey, P.O. Box 12145, Pittsburgh, Pa 15231
Name : _______________________________ Meal Choice:________________________________

Name : _______________________________ Meal Choice:________________________________
Reservations including payment must be received by June 6, 2006. Cost per attendee $ 25.00

Payment Options:
Credit Card:  MASTERCARD  VISA, Card Number:_____________________________________
Name (as it appears on the credit card): _________________________________________________
Billing Zip Code : _________________________ Expiration Date: ________________________
 Check enclosed payable to PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter and mailed to Dick Corporation, Dave Briskey, P.O. Box 12145, Pittsburgh, Pa 15231

Phone: (412) 472-5981 Fax (412-472-5982) e-mail: djbriskey@dickcorp.com

Directions:  On Mapquest.com, enter this address:  

Engineers Building, 227 Fourth Ave, Pittsburgh, PA  15222









	2005-2006 Chapter Officers

	President - Mohan Budidha, P.E.  

President Elect - Darryl Brogan, P.E. 

Vice President - Kimberly Gales-Dunn, P.E. 

State Director - David Briskey, P.E. 2005-2008 
	Executive Secretary - Kevin Wiley, P.E.  

Treasurer - John A. Broscious, P.E.  

Financial Secretary - Reyman Branting, P.E.  

Immediate Past President - David Briskey, P.E.

	2005-2006 Chapter Directors

	Jeff Mazza, P.E. 2005-2008 

Moe Rayan, E.I.T. 2005-2008 

Dave Samek, P.E. 2004-2007 
	Michel Sadaka, P.E. 2005-2007 

Nareender Akubathini, P.E. 2003-2006
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PSPE State recognizes Chapter’s Apprenticeship Program





The Pittsburgh Chapter is proud to announce that our Apprenticeship Program will be honored at the State Conference in King of Prussia on Saturday, May 20, 2006.  PSPE will bestow the Special Projects Award to representatives from our Chapter during the annual awards dinner.





It’s an honor that PSPE acknowledges the hard work done by Program Chairman, Reyman Branting, not only for this year but also for the past 20 years.  Reyman was part of a committee with Dick LaFave, Chuck Merrith and Carol Jones that created the Apprenticeship Program in the early 1980’s.  Six years ago, he got re-involved with running the program. His responsibilities include dealing with the Allegheny Intermediate Unit to obtain the yearly list of eligible high school students, organizing the 40 students into 5 groups, and then arranging visits to various engineering companies throughout the region.  He is also responsible for contacting the companies and gently “coaxing” them to get involved.  Once a company hosts their first apprenticeship visit, they are usually “hooked” on the great way a meeting future engineers and sharing their experiences with young, vibrant minds.  Since his retirement in 2005, Reyman is now able to attend the majority of visits and get reacquainted with the many companies that provide Pittsburgh with its diverse engineering background.





During the course of each yearly program, other engineers from the Pittsburgh Chapter get involved.  Dave Briskey has been helping Reyman run the Orientation and Wrap-up Meetings.  Dave is the official “Egg Dropper” and “load tester” for the various team projects.  Kelly Rigot and Pete Crescimanno are two engineers who stepped forward recently to either share their “recent grad” experiences or provide relevant commentary while accompanying students on their visits.  





Last, the most important people to thank are the engineers and their companies who step up to give their time and effort in making each visit a success.  Many of the companies go an extra mile by providing lunch for the students or by giving them company items so they remember the engineering service provided.  Once again, companies and organizations such as the Pittsburgh Material Technology, UPMC, HDR, Medrad, DMJM Harris AECOM, Allegheny County Engineering Department, Alcosan, KTA-Tator, Astorino, Bombardier, GAI, and U.S. Corp of Engineers. New companies included PPG, and Allegheny County Airport Authority.  Red Zone offered to become involved this year but was unable to arrange a visit due to the recent national exposure from their competition in the driverless car race. 





The Chapter finished another successful year working with the AIU to provide visits to local companies to show students what engineers do during a typical day.  Two students were assigned to write a report about the host company.  See the write-up on Corp of Engineers in this edition of the newsletter. 


 


At the Round-up session, the students used their analytical thinking to solve a “shipping problem” involving a catapult or a “packaging problem” in the form of an egg drop.  As usual, students showed innovative thinking as they tested the many combinations on the catapult or as they combined 25 straws and 36” of tape.  (Continued)  
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 The winning team presents their “packaging” solution and then it’s “tested.”











(Continued from Page 1)


This year, a bit of “Enron mentality” snuck in as one group tried to remove the yolk before the drop!  This segued into excellent discussion regarding the Code of Ethics for Engineers.  The students were impressed that members of the engineering profession are expected to exhibit the highest standards of honesty and integrity.  They now understand that an engineer must be dedicated to the protection of public health, safety, and welfare while placing service before profit! 


Orientation for the 2006-2007 Apprenticeship program is scheduled for September 13, 2006.  This is a great time to step forward to become involved with future engineers.  Get involved!  Please contact Dave Briskey (412-475-2190, � HYPERLINK "mailto:djbriskey@dickcorp.com" ��djbriskey@dickcorp.com�) or Reyman Branting (bernardi11@comcast.net).


�





REPRORT ON MEETING HELD WITH 


PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF LAND SURVEYORS


On March 24, 2006, a meeting was held between representatives of the Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers (PSPE) and the Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors (PSLS) at the offices of the PSLS in Harrisburg, PA.  In attendance for PSPE were Mr. Bruce E. Konsugar, P.E.; Mr. David J. Osbourne, P.E.; and Mr. John D. Wanner, CAE.  In attendance for PSLS were Mr. Dennis L. Burkhart, P.L.S., CET, PSLS President; Mr. Andrew J. Hilt, Director of Government Relations, PSLS; and Mr. Byron Rimmer, P.L.S., P.P.  The topic of discussion was an amendment to the (Pennsylvania) Engineers, Land Surveyor and Geologist Registration Law being proposed by PSLS.  The proposed amendment would have revised Section 2.j, Definitions, ‘Engineering Land Surveys’.  The proposed amendment would have deleted the language of Section 2.j.vii regarding ‘the preparation of plans and specifications and estimates of proposed work and attendant costs …’ and reinserted the same language to become the global definition of ‘Engineering Land Surveys’.  More important, the word ‘surveys’ would have been deleted from the global definition of ‘Engineering Land Surveys’ and also would have been deleted from Section 2.j.iv. which references storm water management and currently reads ‘storm water management surveys and sedimentation and erosion control surveys’.   The deletion of the word surveys from Section 2.j.iv would authorize surveyors to prepare and certify storm water management plans and sedimentation and erosion control plans.  The discussion revolved around the position, by the meeting attendees for PSPE, that the development of storm water management plans and erosion and sediment control plans is engineering and may only be prepared and certified by a Registered Professional Engineer.  Surveyors are restricted by Section 2.j to ‘the development of any tract of land including the incidental design of related improvements, such as line and grade extension of roads, sewers and grading but not requiring independent engineering judgment...’ Hearing the comments and objections by the meeting attendees for PSPE, the PSLS agreed to withdraw the proposed amendment to the Registration Law.








assist in publishing the newsletter, please contact us.  Any help is greatly appreciated.





How Would You Like to Receive the Newsletter? Please answer the following survey and send in your response and comments.  Thanks in advance for your participation.





I WOULD LIKE TOI HAVE THE PITTSBURGH PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER DELIVERED TO ME IN THE FOLOWING FASHION:





      Hard copy through the U.S. mail. (current status, response is still needed)


    PDF file sent to my preferred email address.


E-mail notification with a link to the Newsletter on the Chapter Website.





Please send your responses to the Chapter office by regular mail, by fax 412-391-0615 or by e-mail to PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org





* If you have already responded to this survey, there is no need for you to respond again, and THANKS!














HAVE YOU VISITED THE CHAPTER’S  WEBSITE?  COME VISIT US @ HTTP://WWW.PITTSBURGHPE.ORG





The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer                                                  Page 2                                                                            May 2006








PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS


PITTSBURGH CHAPTER





OCTOBER 17, 2002 CHAPTER MEETING





“SHOULD YOU CARE ABOUT PENNSYLVANIA’S “NEW” SAFE FILL REGULATIONS ?”





Abstract: On February 2, 2002, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) proposed regulations that will impose a number of new, considerably more stringent, requirements on the use of “fill” materials in the Commonwealth, in many cases subjecting fill materials to regulation as “solid waste,” and in virtually all cases subjecting fill materials to onerous sampling and analysis requirements. These regulations are commonly known as the “Safe Fill” regulations, and they go far beyond the requirements imposed by most states and likely will have a “chilling” effect on construction and development activities in the Commonwealth. 





Speakers:   D. Matthew Jameson III & Donald C. Bluedorn II 


                    Both from the Law Firm of Babst Calland Clements & Zomnir 


                    The professional biographies of the speakers is on page 4 





Place:          Engineers Building, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15222 


                    6:00 p.m. Cash bar 


                    6:30 p.m. Dinner 


                    7:15 p.m. Presentation (45 minutes) 





Dinner Entrees, A Choice of one of the following: 





1. Lemon Sole Belle Meuniere, Broiled & Topped with breaded sliced tomatoes, mushroom cap & white wine 


sauce 


2. Pork Piccatta, Sauteed medallions with capers, mushrooms, lemon & white wine 





The dinner entrees are served with fresh garden salad, assorted rolls & butter, coffee, decaf, tea & iced tea and Chef’s choice of starch, vegetable and dessert. 





Dinner Cost $ 25.00 per attendee 





Make check payable to PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter and mail to: 





PSPE, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15222, & Please indicate your entrée choice. 





To make reservations call the office by Friday October 11, 2002 at (412) 391-0615 or 


e-mail: PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org
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 Emsworth Lock and Dam


Aslam Mogri, Chartiers Valley H.S


Apprenticeship Group Visit on February 22, 2006








Emsworth Lock and Dam are on the Ohio River and located approximately 6 miles from downtown Pittsburgh. The purpose of the visit was to see the lock and dam, understand its importance and working.





Mr. Don Zeiler who had made the necessary arrangements for our visit greeted us on our reaching the site. Mr. Steve Stoltz, a Civil Engineer by profession, gave us a presentation on the above subject. We were informed that the purpose of the Dam is to maintain a deep-enough pool for all three rivers at Pittsburgh so that river traffic can carry materials to the various industries located along the river. Transporting materials by barges is much more economical than transporting by road, hence river transport is important from the viewpoint of business. The two lock chambers transfer traffic from one pool level to the next. We were also informed about the various projects that are currently being undertaken by US Army Corps along Pittsburgh’s three rivers. 





After the presentation, Mr. Ian McKelvey and Mr. Fred Sasinoski escorted us to the lock and dam. We were informed that the dam has two locks, a smaller lock for small vessels up to a particular length and a larger one for all vessels that exceed that length. The locks are essentially concrete chambers with gates at each end. We were taken to the control room where we got to learn about how the lock gates are opened and closed. The lock gates were operated by equipment mounted on the lock. The gate at one end opens to let the boats enter and then closes to cut the chamber off from the river. To raise the boats going up-stream, filling valves allow flow of water from upstream into the chamber. To lower the boats going downstream, emptying valves release the water from the chamber into the lower pool. Water flows into and out of the chamber by gravity, hence, pumping is not necessary. We were also shown how bubble jets are used to break ice that formed on the surface.





After taking a tour of the lock we were taken up to the top of the dam where we got to see two different types of lifts that operate the gates of the dam. An older model of the lift uses chains and the newer one uses hydraulics.





Pittsburgh Engineer Warehouse & Repair Station at Neville Island


The next place that we visited was the Pittsburgh Engineer Warehouse & Repair Station at Neville Island. At this location, the Engineering work related to repair and maintenance of the locks and dams is carried out. Since this is a hazardous work area, we asked to wear hard hats and safety goggles while touring the facility. We toured the workshop where we got to see the various parts of the locks and dam that were being repaired by various manufacturing processes such as welding, machining and so on. 





On completion of the workshop tour, two engineers viz. Mr. Brian H. Greene and Mr. Jeff Fritz gave us a presentation on the various projects that were going on around Pittsburgh. One of the topics discussed in the presentation was the refurbishment of the lock and dam that is located near Kennywood. Mr. Bob Waigan talked to us about the cost of certain projects. The project that Mr. Waigan used as his example was the hurricane Katrina disaster in New Orleans. He talked about how the engineers will have to come up with a plan for temporary housing while the victims’ houses are being rebuilt and how they will have to upgrade the levy system so that it can withstand a category 5 hurricane like Katrina. At the end of Mr. Waigan’s presentation there was a five-minute slideshow showing some of the images that were captured from hurricane Katrina.
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Elections for 2006-2007


Please take the time to vote for the next Executive Officers and Board Members for the Pittsburgh Section of the Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers.  Please follow the instructions on the attached ballot and return by Wednesday, June 7, 2006. This year’s nominees are:





President:  Darryl Brogan, P.E.


 President-Elect:  Kimberly Gales-Dunn, P.E.


Vice President:  Thomas Weber, P.E.


Director, 3-year Term:  Hal Dietrick, P.E.


Director, 3-year Term:  Brian Schull, P.E.





Darryl Brogan is Vice-President for Hatch Mott MacDonald and the Pittsburgh Area Manager.  He manages the local office and works as a project manager on transportation projects that include tunnels, stations, busways and rail projects.  He served on the PSPE Pittsburgh Board of Directors from September 2001 to June 2004 and is the Past President of ACEC/PA Western Region.


Kimberly Gales-Dunn is the owner of KAG Engineering, Inc., which is a consulting engineering and surveying firm specializing in Land Development.  She has been involved in such projects as: Nevillewood, Treesdale, Pine-Richland High School, UPMC Childrens Hospital, Oakbrook Circle, Trinity Point, Highlands of Carnegie and Falconi Stadium.  She is currently the Township Engineer for Union Township, Washington County.


Thomas Weber is a Project Manager for Swank Associated Companies.  He has worked in the local construction and construction management scene for the past 30 years after obtaining his B.S.C.E. and M.S.C.E. from the University of Pittsburgh.  He was involved with the Pittsburgh Airport Midfield Terminal while working for Mellon-Stuart and the West Busway while working for Mascaro.  Tom was the winner of the 2006 Silvio Lorenzo President’s Gold Star Award at this year’s Engineers Week Banquet for his constant involvement with Mathcounts and the Engineering Apprenticeship program.


Hal Dietrick is an electrical engineer who owns his own company, APT Techinical, that provides services for many of the local steel mills and heavy industry.  Prior to owning his own company, he worked in the steel industry.  He obtained his P.E. in 1999 as his company began providing services to non-industrial clients.  Hal’s daughter participated in the 2005-2006 Apprenticeship Program and he saw first-hand the benefit of providing an engineering overview to high school students as they begin to make their career decisions.


Brian Schull graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 1985 with a B.S. degree in Mining Engineering and he followed that up in 1986 with an M.S. degree in Civil Engineering, specializing in Construction Management. He has been a registered Professional Engineer in the State of Pennsylvania since 1992 and in the State of Florida since 2005. Mr. Schull has over 20 years of engineering experience, primarily in consultant construction management and inspection on highway, bridge and building projects. He has been employed for the past 17 years by SAI Consulting Engineers and is currently serving as Manager of the Construction Department where he worked on the $42M Martin Luther King Jr. East Busway Extension project for the Port Authority of Allegheny County and the $28M LTV Southside Works Site Improvements project for the Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S MATHCOUNTS WINNERS: 





Winning Teams


Carson Middle School - 1st place


Dave Choi


Eliana Rabinowitz


Cindy Yuan


Connie Yuan





Sewickley Academy - 2nd place


JT Ahearn


David Bonomo


Antonio Juliano


Nicole Wei





Independence Middle School - 3rd Place


Justin Fleischmann


Andrew Pfeifer


Ainesh Ravi


Sean Walsh





Boyce Middle School - 4th place


Rachel Szucs


Akhil Venkatesh


Vijay Viswanathan


Ben Zhang





Individual Winners after Countdown Round


Joshua Kammeraad - Hillcrest Christian Academy - 1st place (1st n written)


Robert Collopy - Independence M.S. - 2nd place (4th in written)


Dave Choi - Carson M.S. - 3rd place (2nd in written)


Evan Komoroski - St. Louise de Marillac - 4th place (3rd in written)


Cindy Yuan - Carson M.S. - 5th place (6th in written)


Tim McDonald - Sewickley Academy - 6th place (5th in written)


David Bonomo - Sewickley Academy - 7th place (8th in written)


Andrew Adam - Marshall M.S. - 8th place (7th in written)


Tim Reid - Riverview Jr/Sr - 9th place (10th in written)


JT Ahearn - Sewickley Academy - 10th place (9th in written)





Congratulations to Carson Middle School for finishing 5th in the State competition and Dave Choi for finishing 14th, Evan Komoroski 16th, and Joshua Kammeraad 19th in the individual competition!  Great job!


 


MATHCOUNTS competitions, in Pennsylvania, are organized and administered by the Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers (PSPE) state and local chapters.  This year’s competition was held on February 11, 2006 at University of Pittsburgh, Benedum Hall Auditorium and involved 221 students from 35 schools.   We’re proud to be involved with such a worthwhile program that encourages mathematics and engineering.  If you may be interested in joining the MATHCOUNTS Committee or volunteering for the February 10, 2007 Competition, please contact Tom Schwartzmier via e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:toms@nauticom.net" �toms@nauticom.net�








� 
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2005-2006 CALENDAR





�





PSPE, Pittsburgh chapter – http://www.PittsburghPE.Org





MEMBERSHIP EVENTS & MEETINGS


Date                                 Time                    Description                                                                  Location











May 18-20, 2006	All Day		     PSPE Annual Conference				King of Prussia, PA


June 8, 2006		 6:30 PM	     End-of-the-Year Dinner				Engineers Building


Summer Break


August 1, 2006		N/A		     Last day to receive discount for PE/FE Review Class


August TBD		6:30 PM	     PE/FE Review Classes begin			Gateway Engineers


Sept 13, 2006		9:00 AM	     Apprenticeship Program Orientation Meeting	AIU Bldg, Waterworks


Dec, 2006		TBD		     Holiday Party


Feb. 10, 2007		8:00 AM	    Local Mathcounts Competition			University of Pittsburgh


Feb. 24, 2007		TBD		    Engineer’s Week Banquet				TBD





BOARD OF DIRECTION MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON: Sept. 14, 2007, Oct. 12, 2007, Nov. 9, 2007, Jan. 11, 2007, Feb. 8, 2007, Mar. 8, 2007, Apr. 12, 2007, May 10, 2007 and June 14, 2007


 


All BOD meeting are to held @ 5:30PM @ the ESWP Building pending further notice. 


- Indicates meeting already held.





























Engineer’s Week Dinner Banquet





Seventy-five people attended this year’s Engineers Week Dinner event where the Section honored various award winners along with acknowledging the outstanding efforts of the Mathcount students.  Everyone enjoyed the fabulous dinner that was prepared and served in the eloquent banquet hall of The Club at Nevillewood.


  


The highlight of the event is always the announcement of the Lawrence W. Hornfeck Award, which is kept secret until the winner’s biography is read at the end of the Awards ceremony.  This year’s winner was John Broscious, the current Treasurer and longtime active member.  He is a past winner of the Silvio Lorenzi President’s Gold Star Award and the Dedicated Service Award.  John graduated from Lehigh University and retired from full-time engineering after a 40-year career in hazardous waste remediation, solid waste disposal, wastewater treatment, and public water supply.  He worked for several distinguished engineering companies including D’Appolonia and Paul C. Rizzo.  Like past winners, John smile grew wider with each key step along his engineering career highlighted and read to the audience by last year’s winner Ed Witt before John’s name was finally revealed!





The Pittsburgh Section is honored and privileged to award the 2006 Lawrence W. Hornfeck Award to


John Brosicous, P.E.








��


           2005 Hornfeck Winner, Ed Witt, presents the 2006 Award to John Broscious who gives his acceptance speech.





Refresher Courses  


The Pittsburgh Chapter sponsors a refresher course twice yearly for both the Engineer in Training (EIT/FE) and Professional Engineer (civil discipline) exams.  Courses meet one evening per week to complement the semiannual examinations administered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Starting this year, the classes will be held at the Gateway Engineers office at 1011 Alcon Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15220.  This office is located off of Greentree Road, just past Parkway Center Mall. A minimum enrollment of 8 students is required.  A tuition fee of $300 is charged for each course, payable to Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE. The Fall 2006 Refresher Courses will begin in late August and finish just prior to the October 27/28 PE/FE exams.  Each course provides 22 hours of instruction.  Now is the time to start thinking about the Fall Session.  Class registration and payment prior to August 1 will entitle the registrant to a $50 discount.  The PE Review class typically runs on Mondays and the EIT/FE class is held on Tuesdays.  The first class for both courses, however, is a combined class on engineering economics. Both classes are scheduled from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM.  For more information and registration materials for future sessions, please check the Chapter web-site � HYPERLINK "http://www.PittsburghPE.org" ��http://www.PittsburghPE.org� or contact the Chapter office at 412-391-0615.  The fall session may offer a PE Review Course for the Electrical Engineering discipline along with the civil discipline.  Feel free to contact the instructor, Steven Musial, P.E., at 412-956-6448 for additional class topic information.














