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“STOP, PENCILS DOWN?”

Those were the words heard by 179 students from 30 local middle schools at the end of the 23 " annual MATHCOUNTS
competition on Saturday, February 10, 2007. Once the “Mathletes” complied with this simple command from Joe Boward,
Testing Room Moderator, their minds began to race as they mentally reviewed their answers to 70 Sprint Round Questions, 8
Target Round Questions, and 10 Team Round Questions. Some nervously second-guessed their answers similar to how EIT
members of our profession do minutes after walking out of the 8 -hour long PE Exam. Other Mathletes had nothing on their
mind except to think about the ham hoagie, two chocolate chip cookies, and soft drink being served by Tom and JoAnn
Weber for lunch. This percentage was probably less than the number of EIT members who had a certain type of “beverage”
on their mind following their ordeal in April or October!

The morning started off well for the Mathletes and their coaches as they arrived at the Benedum Engineering Building on the
campus of the University of Pittsbur gh and enjoyed coffee, juice, donuts, and bagels served graciously by Denise Gibson and
her many volunteers. Each school’s coach had already received their seating assignment electronically from Co-Chairperson
Michel Sadaka and they simply had to notify Co-Chairperson Virginia Dailey that they were present. All students, along
with their coaches and cheering squads, were in their seats by 8:15 am and greeted by Chapter President Darryl Brogan. The
Sprint Round began promptly at 8:30 am and the students “put the pencil to the scrap paper” for the next 40 minutes .
“Sprint” says it all because students race to accurately answer as many questions as possible...similar to how some PE’s feel
at a deadline! The Target Round was next as students were given 6 minutes to answer two word problems. This was
repeated three more times. Last, the four students that comprised a school’ s team were given 20 minutes to work as a team
to solve 10 more word problems. All the while, Head Proctor, Dave Samek, and his assistant s, Reyman Branting, Dick
Bauer, Ed Permar, and Victor Puchkarev, kept a watchful eye on the Mathletes.

And what happened to the test sheets after each Round? They were run up to the auditorium on the 11 ™ floor where they
were sorted by school and distributed to 38 volunteers. These volunteers were gathered by Tom Schwartzmeir from various
groups ranging from Pitt students to PSPE Chapter members. However, the majority were from the CMU student chapter of
the Society of Women Engineers. Dave Briskey was in charge of the Grading Room and he led the group through the
methodical path of checking and rechecking each answer. Mady Bauer was on hand to act as official judge and resolve and
questions or discrepancies. The corrected exams were then given to Vicki Sadaka so she could enter the data into the
Mathcount computer program. The top 10 individuals and top 5 school teams were determined by both groups and cross -
checked to avoid errors.

The top teams were presented with trophies and had their picture taken for our Chapter Website (www.pittsburghpe.org).
The top 10 individuals went on to compete in the Countdown Round. This head-to-head competition matched the 10™ versus
9" ranked Mathlete in a lightning quick round to see who could first correctly answer the question read by Rick Minsterman.
Whoever answered the best of 3 questions advanced to face the 8 ™ ranked Mathlete. This continued upward until the highest
ranked Mathlete faced off against the challenger. The top 3 individuals and top team will be going on to Harrisburg to
participate in the State Mathcou nts competition on March 23 —24,2007. See Page 6 for a list of the winners.

This year’s competition was a GREAT success due to the hard work o f the Mathcounts Committee and the willingness of
numerous volunteers to “get involved!” Thanks again to all who participated and consider this a gentle nudge to all those
who have thought about participating but were hesitant about the “unknown.” Hope to see you there next year!




