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“STOP, PENCILS DOWN”

 

 

Those were the words heard by 179 students from 30 local middle schools at the end of the 23

rd

 annual MATHCOUNTS 

competition on Saturday, February 10, 2007. Once the “Mathletes” complied with this simple command from Joe Boward, 

Testing Room Moderator, their minds began to ra ce as they mentally reviewed their answers to 70 Sprint Round Questions, 8 

Target Round Questions, and 10 Team Round Questions.  Some nervously second-guessed their answers similar to how EIT 

members of our profession do minutes after walking out of the 8 -hour long PE Exam.  Other Mathletes had nothing on their 

mind except to think about the ham hoagie, two chocolate chip cookies, and soft drink being served by Tom and JoAnn 

Weber for lunch.  This percentage was probably less than the number of EIT members who had a certain type of “beverage” 

on their mind following their ordeal in April or October! 

 

The morning started off well for the Mathletes and their coaches as they arrived at the Benedum Engineering Building on the 

campus of the University of Pittsbur gh and enjoyed coffee, juice, donuts, and bagels served graciously by Denise Gibson and 

her many volunteers.  Each school’s coach had already received their seating assignment electronically from Co-Chairperson 

Michel Sadaka and they simply had to notify Co-Chairperson Virginia Dailey that they were present.  All students, along 

with their coaches and cheering squads, were in their seats  by 8:15 am and greeted by Chapter President Darryl Brogan.   The 

Sprint Round began promptly at 8:30 am and the students “put the pencil to the scrap paper” for the next 40 minutes .  

“Sprint” says it all because students race to accurately answer as many questions as possible…similar to how some PE’s feel 

at a deadline!  The Target Round was next as students were given 6  minutes to answer two word problems.  This was 

repeated three more times.  Last, the four students that comprised a school’ s team were given 20 minutes to work as a team 

to solve 10 more word problems. All the while, Head Proctor, Dave Samek, and his assistant s, Reyman Branting, Dick 

Bauer, Ed Permar, and Victor Puchkarev, kept a watchful eye on the Mathletes.  

 

And what happened to the test sheets after each Round?  They were run up to the auditorium on the 11

th

 floor where they 

were sorted by school and distri buted to 38 volunteers.  These volunteers were gathered by Tom Schwartzmeir from various 

groups ranging from Pitt students to PSPE Chapter members.  However, the majority were  from the CMU student chapter of 

the Society of Women Engineers.  Dave Briskey was in charge of the Grading Room and he led the group through the 

methodical path of checking and rechecking each answer.  Mady Bauer was on hand to act as official judge and resolve and 

questions or discrepancies.  The corrected exams were then given to Vicki Sadaka so she could enter the data into the 

Mathcount computer program.  The top 10 individuals and top 5 school teams were determined by both groups and cross -

checked to avoid errors. 

 

The top teams were presented with  trophies and had their picture taken for our Chapter Website (www.pittsburghpe.org).  

The top 10 individuals went on to compete in the Countdown Round.  This head-to-head competition matched the 10

th

 versus 

9

th

 ranked Mathlete in a lightning quick round to see who could first correctly answer the question  read by Rick Minsterman.  

Whoever answered the best of 3 questions advanced to face the 8

th

 ranked Mathlete.  This continued upward until the highest 

ranked Mathlete faced off against the chal lenger.  The top 3 individuals and top team will be going on to Harrisburg to 

participate in the State Mathcou nts competition on March 23 – 24, 2007.  See Page 6 for a list of the winners.  

 

This year’s competition was a GREAT success due to the hard work o f the Mathcounts Committee and the willingness of 

numerous volunteers to “get involved!”  Thanks again to all who participated and consider this a gentle nudge to all those 

who have thought about participating but were hesitant about the “unknown.”  Hope t o see you there next year! 

 

The new law also grants the Board power to waive the requirement in cases of illness, hardship or military service.  

 

The next renewal cycle for Pennsylvania engineers is 2007 and the continuing education requirements will not be in effect 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 Mathletes fill the ground floor and balcony in the 

Benedum Hall Auditorium 

 Joe Boward P.E. provides instruction to the 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Graders receive instruction from Dave Briskey PE  Graders hard at work!  

 

 

 

HAVE YOU VISITED THE CHAPTER’S  WEBISTE?  COME VISIT US @ HTTP://WWW.PITTSBURGHPE.ORG 
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Engineer’s Week Banquet  

 

This year PSPE will be hosting the annual Engineer’s Week Banquet at the Engineers Society of Western 

Pennsylvania on Saturday, February 24, 2007.    Please plan to attend by filling out the attac hed flyer and 

submitting with your payment. There is still time to register for this event!  

 

The Engineer’s Week Banquet is always a good time to socialize with fellow engineers and honor those who 

have distinguished themselves in our profession.  

 

Consider reserving a table and bringing clients, family members, or young engineers in your company to 

introduce them to the engineering community.  Think back to who got you involved in PSPE and resolve to get 

a young engineer involved!  It’s also a nice evenin g to enjoy a fabulous dinner with your spouse to make up for 

the late evenings you may have spent at work.  

 

Engineer’s Week - Awardees  

Pittsburgh Section of the Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers is pleased to announce this year’s 

recipients of the following awards:  

 

Distinguished Service:  Col. Stephen L. Hill, USACOE 

Dedicated Service:  Virginia Dailey, P.E. 

Silvio Lorenzi President’s Gold Star Award:  Dave Briskey, P.E. 

Nominee, State Engineer of the Year - Gene Geiger, PE (posthumously)  

Young Engineer of the Year – Tom Howell, PE 

Lawrence W. Hornfeck Award:  Will be announced at the Banquet  

 

 

Col Hill is Commander, Pittsburgh District of the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers.  He graduated from West Point 

as a second lieutenant in the Corps of En gineers in 1982.  He holds a Masters Degree in Civil Engineering and 

has been awarded numerous service medals.  He oversees the ongoing rehabilitation of the Pittsburgh waterways 

and he provided on -site expertise  in New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 

Ms. Dailey is current President -Elect for the Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE.  She heads the management and 

design teams for D & D Engineering, Inc. a firm she founded in 1994.   She Virginia has been an active PSPE 

member since 1988, serving in the P ittsburgh Chapter and also at the State level as State Secretary for PEPP.  

She is presently co-chair for the Mathcounts competition.  

Mr. Briskey has served at President of the Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE and is the current State Director.  He has 

been active in the Apprenticeship Program since 2001 and is the current Grading Room Coordinator for 

Mathcounts.  

Dr. Geiger passed away in the Fall of 2006 after a courageous battle against cancer.  He served the Chapter as 

President in 1983 when the Chapter took o n the responsibilities for Mathcounts.  He was in charge of the EIT 

and PE Refresher Courses and was Emeritus Professor of Mechanical Engineering at the University of 

Pittsburgh where he taught over 5,000 students during his tenure.  

Mr. Howell graduated from West Point in 1999.  He earned his MSCE from the University of Pittsburgh in 

2006 where he was recognized as the Teaching Assistant of the Year.  He currently works for HDR and is 

Assistant Operations Officer with the 14

th

 Engineer Battalion at Fort Lew is, Washington. 

 

 

Please join your fellow engineers at the Engineer’s Week Banquet on February 24, 2007 honoring this year’s 

award winners. 
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All Engineers and their guests are cordially invited to the  

ANNUAL NATIONAL ENGINEER’S WEEK BANQUET 

 

presented by: 

 

THE PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, 

PITTSBURGH CHAPTER  

On Saturday, February 24, 2007 at The Engineers Society of Western Pennsylvania, 337 Fourth Ave., 

Pittsburgh, PA. 

Please join us for a wonderful evening of fellowship, great food and the presentation of the 2007 Engineers 

Week Awards 

Cocktails : 6:30 PM Social (Cash Bar) 

Welcome & Presentation of Mathcounts Awards : 7:00 PM 

Dinner : 7:30 PM 

Awards 

Dinner Choice: Choose one of the following: 

  Chicken Boursin - topped with sliced tomato, basil provolone cheese and boursin cream sauce 

  Virginia Spots – English style  with lemon butter cream sauce 

  Petit Filet Mignon – with button mushrooms and dijon brandy sauce 

You may make your reservation by filling in the form below and mailing or faxing it to Dave Teorsky, 

Engineers Society of Western Pennsylvania. You may also phone in all of this information to us. If you 

opt to make your reservation via e-mail, do not e-mail your credit card info. Payment may be made by 

calling in your credit card info, faxing this filled in form, or mailing this form with credit card info or 

enclosing a check. 

Phone: (412) 391-0615 Fax (412-261-1606) e-mail: eswp@eswp.com 

U.S. Mail; PSPE , 337 4

th

 Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

Name : _______________________________ Meal Choice:________________________________  

 

Name : _______________________________ Meal Choice:________________________________  

Reservations including payment must be received by February 20, 2007. Cost per attendee $ 60.00 

If reservation and payment is received by February 16, 2007 the cost per attendee is reduced to $ 55.00 

Payment Options: 

Credit Card:  MASTERCARD  VISA, Card Number:_____________________________________ 

Name (as it appears on the credit card): _________________________________________________ 

Billing Zip Code : _________________________ Expiration Date: ________________________ 

 Check enclosed payable to PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter – mailed to ESWP. 

 

Directions:  On Mapquest.com, enter this address:   

Engineers Society-Western Pa, 337 4th Ave., Pittsburgh, PA   15222 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

Engineering History 

 

As we all know, Pittsburgh has been home for many of the greatest en gineering companies and engineering 

“expertise” in the country .  This is evident in the many technical societies that function in the region.  These 

societies provide monthly meetings and talks addressing current design/construction/manufacturing issues.   

However, Pittsburgh is also home for many retired engineers who worked on exciting and innovative projects 

for companies that may or may not still be in existence.  The Pittsburgh Chapter is proposing to have a yearly 

meeting where several senior or retired engineers from one company get a chance to briefly talk about their 

most memorable projects.  Our first presentation will be by Bill Gibson of American Bridge on Thursday 

evening, April 12, 2007 at the Engineering Society Building on Fourth Avenue .  Bill had a lengthy career with 

ABD and provided engineering analysis for the construction of numerous buildings and structures through out 

the country.  As a retiree, Bill is still active in organizing the American Bridgineers Retiree luncheon twice a 

year.  Along with a few additional retirees, Bill will talk about some of the unique challenges they faced in 

construction and he will show  a short video on the construction of the New River Gorge Bridge.  

 

This should be an interesting “hot stove” style discussion and all members are encouraged to spread the word 

to other retired engineers who may want to hear about past accomplishments or sh are their own experiences.  

Hopefully, this will be the Apprenticeship Program in reverse where  our engineering community can learn 

from the men and women who “have been there, done that! ” 

 

If you are interested in stepping forward to organize a group to t alk at a future meeting, please contact the 

PSPE Chapter at pspe@pittsburghpe.org  or call Dave Briskey at 412-472-2190.  This is a great opportunity for 

former employees of companies such as Mellon -Stuart, Gulf, or Westinghouse to get together to share the ir 

rich engineering history. 

 

 

 

 Ethics 

 

The Chapter is considering a meeting in March devoted to Ethics in Engineering.  The State PSPE has a 

competition that allows individual Chapters answer ethics related questions for prizes.  Contact the PSPE 

Chapter at pspe@pittsburghpe.org  if you are interested in being involved with some lively discussion 

regarding issues that we all may face at some point in our careers.  

 

 

 

Meet the Board 

 

Following last year’s success ful “Meet the Board” meeting in June, the Chapter is planning a similar event this 

year.  It is a great chance to thank all of the companies that stepped forward to help with the Apprenticeship 

Program and it’s a good opportunity for new members to sociali ze with the incoming Board for 2007 -2008.  

Keep June 14, 2007 open on your schedule.  Details will be forthcoming.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2006-2007 Chapter Officers 

President - Darryl Brogan, P.E.   

President Elect – Virginia Dailey, P.E.  

Vice President - Tom Weber, P.E.  

State Director - David Briskey, P.E. 2005-2008  

Executive Secretary - Kevin Wiley, P.E.   

Treasurer - John A. Broscious, P.E.   

Financial Secretary - Reyman Branting, P.E.   

Immediate Past President – Mohan Budidha 

2006-2007 Chapter Directors 

Brain Schull, P.E. 2006-2009 

Hal Dietrick, P.E., 2006-2009 

Jeff Mazza, P.E. 2005-2008   

Moe Rayan, E.I.T. 2005-2008  

Michel Sadaka, P.E. 2005-2007  

Dave Samek, P.E. 2004-2007 
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2007 Winning Teams 

 

Sewickley Academy  - 1st place  

Tim McDonald 

Isabel Arjmand 

Antonio Juliano 

Ray Li 

 

Winchester Thurston  - 2nd place 

Junu Bae 

Hallie Goldstein 

Andrew Linzer 

Sam Schreiber 

 

FLO Homeschool  - 3rd Place 

Haluk Akay 

Tim Coleman 

Eli Frye 

Michael Kelly 

 

Andrew Mellon  - 4th place 

Amy Xie 

Elizabeth Goleble 

Alex Blum 

Jerry Zhang 

 

Individual Winners after Countdown Round 

 

Junu Bar – Winchester Thurston - 1st place (1st in written) 

Isabel Arjmand - Sewickley Academy - 2nd place (2nd in written) 

Ray Li - Sewickley Academy - 3rd place (4th in written) 

Tim McDonald - Sewickley Academy - 4th place (3rd in written)  

Matt Drabick – Keystone Oaks - 5th place (8th in written) 

Antonio Juliano - Sewickley Academy - 6th place (5th in written)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


